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THE VIRGINIA CLERGY 


GOVERNOR GOOCH’S LETTERS 
to the 


Bishop of London 


1727-1749 


From the Fulham Manuscripts. 


The thanks of this Society are given to Mr. Fairfax Harrison for 
the copies of the letters printed below and to Rev. G. McLaren Brydon 
for his careful and scholarly editing. 


The letters which form the basis of this article have been 
copied from the originals at Fulham Palace, and have been 
presented to the Virginia Historical Society by Mr. Fairfax 
Harrison. They constitute a series written during the years 
1727-1744 by William Gooch, governor of Virginia, (1727- 
1749)), to Edmund Gibson, Bishop of London, (1723-1748), 
dealing with the subject of the clergy of the Church of Eng- 
land who were licensed by the Bishop of London to officiate in 
Virginia, and of men who were recommended by the Governor 
to the Bishop for ordination and his license. 

One might expect to find little of general interest in so 
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purely a routine matter as the supply of clergy for the Colony: 
and yet for that reason, because they deal with the ordinary 
and usual course of events rather than the extraordinary and 
unusual, they throw a ray of much needed light upon the 
Church life of the period. Written as they were by a man 
of sterling character and real religious conviction, who took 
seriously his share of responsibility for the welfare of the 
Church established in the colony, they present a fairer and 
truer picture of conditions than can possibly be given by the 
ex-parte statements of partizans whose cause might be strength- 
ened by proving the general unworthiness of the clergy and 
lack of spiritual life among the people. 

The Governor recognizes the fact that some among the 
clergy are unworthy of their calling and that many are in- 
different to their responsibilities——a condition which doubt- 
less improved during his administration. And yet he is quick 
to deny the accusations of an anonymous writer, (see letter 
of July 8th, 1735), of widespread unworthiness among the 
clergy, and defends the character of a number who had been 
accused. One cannot fail to perceive through all his letters, 
in his recommendations of men for ordination, that he was 
seeking ministers of blameless life, good education and earnest- 
ness of purpose,—and finding them. Also, even while he calls 
attention to and condemns some of the evils arising from a 
lax regard of moral laws, he nevertheless comments upon the 
character of the laity of the Province as being “so well in- 
clined to Religion and Vertue that ’tis a great pity they should 
want instruction” through a lack of ministers. 

The Governor, in commenting upon the charges in the anony- 
mous letter mentioned above, calls attention to a fact which 
must always be borne in mind when the character of the Co- 
lonial Church and its clergy are under consideration. “Tis 
a melancholy truth’, he writes, “That the Church and clergy 
have many enemies in this County, free-thinkers multiply very 
fast and the current runs in some places almost without op- 
position”. (letter of July 8, 1735). 

It is a striking fact that the general characterization of the 
colonial clergy as unworthy men which has become a common 
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tradition for the past hundred years or more has been formed 
in very large part from the statements of the enemies of the 
Church, or those who would be benefitted by its weakening 
or destruction. It was the Free-thinkers in Governor Gooch’s 
day. Then the spread or the Presbyterians in three sections 
of the state East of the Blue Ridge; then the coming of the 
Baptists in 1760-1770 and their rapid growth. The position 
of the incoming denomination would naturally be stronger 
and its right to exist and grow be better established, wherever 
the unworthiness of clergy and laxity of life of laity could be 
shown to exist; and the average proponent, either apostle or 
convert, of the incoming faith would be just a little more than 
human if he were not tempted to use the argument of an 
occasional example as the proof of a general condition. Ex- 
amples of unworthiness and laxity there undoubtedly were in 
distressingly large number—what age or Church has been with- 
out them? But is it quite fair when much evidence on one 
side is presented and none upon the other, to judge the case 
as completed, and verdict rendered for all time? Then the 
days of Revolution and the long struggle for the disestab- 
lishment and disendowment of the Church, and here again every 
mention of unworthiness strengthened the hands of those who 
believed they were fighting for a great principle. Perfectly nat- 
ural and quite human to make use of every aid in the fight with- 
out looking into the meticulous accuracy of charges against the 
ministry as a class; but a little hard after all upon the many 
men of noble character and earnest purpose who gave their 
lives to the ministry of the Church in the colonial period. 
And Bishop Meade, great leader and true Father in God as 
he was to his people, and lover and historian of his Church, 
in regard to the character of the colonial clergy took his 
coloring from the traditions and recollections of the general 
statements of his youth, and with his stern puritan conception 
of religion( alien alike to the colonial period in Virginia and 
to our own day, voiced condemnation of the common social 
customs of the day enjoyed by the clergy as well as the laity 
more strongly than we of a later day would agree to upon the 
same evidence. But the tradition remains though the evi- 
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dence is unstudied. Where all men drank strong drink with- 
out consciousness of wrong, there is a difference between 
drinking and drunkenness, and this the Bishop did not recog- 
nize; and the fox-hunting parson of the colonial day might 
find his fellow in the condemnation of the Bishop, if he were 
here to judge, in the hunter or fisherman parson of today. 
Yet the layman today invites his parson to go hunting with 
him without the slightest thought that the minister in so 
doing is proving unworthy of his calling. 

“The character of the clergy,” says Mr. P. A. Bruce, “did 
not sink below the standard of conscientiousness observed in 
the same class in England, and as a rule they were graduates 
of English Universities and of excellent social connections 
in their native country”. (History of Virginia, Vol. 1, p. 
285). The whole period in England was marked by form- 
alism and chilling of spiritual life, and Virginia suffered from 
the same condition. But this does not mean that there were 
no ministers inspired with love for the souls of men or a 
readiness to serve in the hard missionary fields. The follow- 
ing extract from a letter of Rev. Anthony Gavin, who is men- 
tioned in one of Governor Gooch’s letters, breathes a spirit 
of self-denying devotion which would do honor to any day 
of the Church’s life. 

August 5, 1738. 

I got immediately a parish which I served nine months 
(This was Henrico Parish). But hearing that a frontier parish 
was vacant and that the people of the mountains had never 
seen a clergyman since they were settled there, I desired the 
Governor’s consent to leave an easy parish for this I do now 
serve. I have three churches, 23 and 24 miles from the Glebe, 
and besides these I have seven places of service up in the 
mountains—I go twice a year to preach in twelve places which 
I reckon better than 400 miles backwards and forwards and 
ford 19 times the North and South Rivers (Rivanna and 
James?) (Perry Papers, p. 360). Mr. Gavin’s parish was 
St. James, Goochland, which included the present Goochland 
and Powhatan Counties and all counties west to the top of 
the Blue Ridge Mountains. : 
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The Church of England being established by law in Vir- 
ginia as it was in England was presumably to be governed 
by the same statute and common law, and should have had 
the same spiritual government and leadership as in the mother 
country. But Virginia was the first colony, and England 
was learning by her mistakes in America both in Church and 
State the great principles of wise colonial government and 
development which have made the British Empire of today 
and a Church co-terminous with it. The American Revolution 
and the subsequent utter breakdown of the Church in Vir- 
ginia give ample proof of England’s early inexperience and ig- 
norance both in Colonial government and church extension 
and evangelization. 

In civil and governmental matters the authority of the 
King and the government of England could be and was ad- 
hered to and enforced, but church government and adminis- 
tration according to the genius of the Church of England, 
by the very blindness of the English ecclesiastical and civil 
authority, was not and could not be enforced. Under the 
rules of the Church, while its temporal affairs and financial 
support were subject to the control of King and Parliament, 
its spiritual government and the administration of discipline 
was vested in its Bishops. The Bishop is absolutely necessary 
to the existence of the Church of England. No man can be 
admitted to its ministry except by Episcopal ordination, and 
he alone can depose an unworthy man from the ministry. 
The Church looks to its Bishops as its leaders in matters 
spiritual and in the strengthening, upbuilding and extension 
of its work. The Church in Virginia being without a Bishop 
during all the colonial period, was consequently without spiritual 
head or effective leadership, and there was no one to ad- 
minister discipline effectively when a minister proven to be 
unworthy had to be dealt with. 

The Church in all the American colonies was under the 
spiritual jurisdiction of the Bishop of the Diocese of London, 
the most populous diocese in the English Church. It was his 
duty to issue license to officiate as a minister to every clergy- 
man who sought work in America and any man in Virginia 
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seeking to enter the ministry must go to London to be or- 
dained by him. But London was 3,000 miles in space and 
three months in time distant from Jamestown, and its Bishop 
immersed in problems of his own great city and diocese. 
With the utmost zeal and real interest in the welfare of the 
Church in Virginia, what could he know of its problems or 
how exercise adequate discipline? And so the Church in 
Virginia suffered. 

Beginning about 1689 the Bishop of London established the 
custom which existed until the Revolutionary period of placing 
in Virginia and in other colonies an officer called his Commis- 
sary who should represent the Bishop as far as possible. It 
was the Commissary’s duty to hold conventions of the clergy, 
to make visitations to parishes and districts, to inquire into 
spiritual conditions and report to the Bishop. He could make 
a visitation and inquire into cases of misconduct on the part 
of a clergyman but he could not depose from the ministry 
an unworthy man. The Commissary’s duties and responsibili- 
ties were ill defined at best and perhaps for that reason his 
work was to a great extent ineffective. 

The first Commissary, and the one referred to in Governor 
Gooch’s letters, was the Rev. James Blair, M. A., Edinburgh, 
D. D., a Scotchman who was appointed Commissary in 1689 
and held that position until his death in 1743. He was an 
able man, was one of the founders and until his death the 
first President of William and Mary College. But he was 
frequently embroiled in quarrels with one Governor after 
another over matters of Church policy or the College, and 
he did ‘not win the undivided loyalty of the clergy. Com- 
missary Blair did not come to an open rupture with Gov- 
ernor Gooch as he did with several of his predecessors, but, 
reading between the lines of the Governor’s letters, one does 
not gain any impression of intimate friendship and sympathy 
between the two. 

The one great question which constantly gave trouble dur- 
ing the colonial period was that of the relationship of the 
minister to his parish. Under the system that grew up in 
the Church of England the right to appoint a minister to the 
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charge of a parish rested in some man, or body of men, or some 
institution like one of the universities, and did not rest in the 
congregation of people to whom the clergyman was to minister. 
For instance the right of appointing the rector of a village 
church on some landed estate might rest in the owner of the 
estate. He would have the right to nominate to the Bishop 
the minister whom he desired to become its rector. This 
was and is the right of Presentment; and the Bishop, if he 
approved the character of the minister, would then induct 
him into possession of the parish with its spiritual duties 
and responsibilities and the right to receive the salary at- 
tached. After such induction the minister could not be 
removed except for proven unworthiness of life or denial of 
the faith of the Church. It was a life tenure, and if the salary 
were withheld it could be sued for and recovered through the 
courts. This system, with its great temptation to an ease- 
loving man to regard his spiritual responsibilities lightly, had 
at least this merit, that it removed from a fearless minister 
any danger of being forced out of his parish when he felt 
it his duty to rebuke vice in high places or to condemn ill 
conduct of life wherever he found it. 

As the parishes in Virginia were established in and sup- 
ported by the counties in which they were situated, each 
vestry claimed and was accorded the right of presentation, 
or of nominating the minister whom they desired for their 
rector. As there was no Bishop in Virginia, the English 
Government had delegated to the Governor the right to induct 
the minister into the parish when presented by the vestry. 
The possible danger of this is patent. A Bishop would not 
induct until he was sure of the character of the minister pre- 
sented. The Governor might be as deeply solicitous for the 
spiritual welfare of the people as a Bishop would be, or then 
again he might not, and might use his power to the serious 
detriment of the Church. And after inducting, he had no 
power to discipline or remove if the minister should prove 
unworthy. The vestries found the way out of the difficulty. 
The supply of ministers was rarely as great as the need, and 
usually they had to make choice of a minister from new un- 
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tried men who had just come to the colong. The available 
minister might be one who had felt deeply the call to the min- 
istry of the Church and was zealously in earnest, or on the 
other hand he might be one who had proven undesirable in 
England and had been urged by his family or friends to come 
to the colonies, on the general idea that the Church in the 
colony would be a convenient dumping ground for the misfits 
at home. “Recommendations” were probably as easy to get 
then as now, and Bishop, Governor and Commissary alike were 
sometimes deceived by them. 

The solution of the vestry’s dilemma lay in the right they 
had to employ a minister temporarily without presenting him 
for induction. In that way they could employ a minister for 
a year, and if he proved worthy could continue to employ 
him from year to year. This became the rule and very few 
ministers were ever inducted in Virginia. It was contrary 
to the system of the Church, and the clergy were restive under 
it. They felt that their positions were so insecure that the 
minister, especially if he were a timid man, would fear to 
rebuke misconduct on the part of the leading people in his 
parish; and undoubtedly the vestries in some cases used their 
power improperly to get rid of a minister. One Governor 
after another made effort to force the vestries to present their 
ministers for induction but every such effort failed. Governor 
Gooch refers to the matter of induction in his letters to the 
Bishop shortly after coming to Virginia, and expresses the 
hope that he can accomplish the purpose, but he seems to have 
given up the attempt. The position held by the vestries in 
the matter proved impregnable, and the custom prevailed until 
the end of the colonial period. Commissary Blair sided with 
the vestries in this matter and was opposed to induction as a 
general rule. He had perceived the difficulty of disciplining 
a clergyman of ill-repute and realized that in spite of the in- 
justices that were committed the vestries were using the only 
means in their power to protect their parishes from possible 
life tenure by unworthy ministers. 

And yet in spite of its handicaps and shortcomings the 
Church in Virginia was functioning as best it could through- 
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out the colony, and was the religious influence which formed 
and fostered the spiritual life of its people. With the ex- 
ception of three or four earlier and scattered congregations 
of Presbyterians and Quakers, it was not until the latter part 
of Governor Gooch’s administration that there was any other 
Christian body actively at work in the colony. It is not fair 
to judge the spiritual life of the Church of the early eighteenth 
century by the standards of the twentieth. It can be judged 
only by the standards and the measure of life of its own day. 
With that fact in mind it will be seen that in spite of its 
seeming conservative coldness as contrasted with the flaming 
missionary zeal of the denominations which came into the 
colony, the Church of England did extend its ministrations 
over a steadily expanding territory pari passu with the ex- 
tension of settlement and the growth of population. And, 
after all that can be said, the spiritual life of the Church bore 
a rich fruitage in the ideals of liberty and righteousness which 
animated the men who made Virginia great in the days of 
Revolution and the formation of American government. 

A most interesting question is the amount of effort made 
at that time to Christianize the negroes who were brought to 
the colony as slaves. They were being brought in from Africa 
steadily, and according to the statement of one writer, little 
effort was made to teach the truths of the Christian religion 
to the slaves of the first generation because of their inability 
to understand English. But as their children grew up with 
more or less knowledge of English and some familiarity with 
English customs and ideals, the effort at Christianization proved 
more successful. This is one of the things in which failure 
was due to lack of a real head and right leadership. There 
could be no concerted action or policy, but the effort to 
Christianize negroes and indians alike was left to the minister 
of each parish, and to the sense of responsibility of each slave 
owner. In many parish registers, page after page is filled 
with the names of slave children brought to Baptism; in other 
parishes or under other ministers there are few such entries. 
But are we even in our own day so keenly alive to the spiritual 
needs of the colored people as to be able to condemn harshly 
the failures of that earlier period? 
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The biographical notices of the clergy mentioned in these 
letters have been taken from the invaluable, and as yet un- 
published, “Memorabilia of the Colonial Clergy of Virginia” 
by the late Rev. Edward L. Goodwin, D. D., of Ashland, 
Historiographer of the Diocese of Virginia. It will be seen 
that these biographical notices are in many cases incomplete ; 
all that is known of the services rendered by each clergyman 
is given, but sometimes the only fact known in regard to one 
clergyman or another is that he was minister in a certain parish 
in a certain year. How long he stayed, or what other parishes 
he may have had is not yet known. These letters themselves 
mention one or two clergymen of whom nothing was known 
before, beyond the fact that they received the King’s Bounty 
for Virginia. 

The King’s Bounty was an appropriation of £20 from the 
public funds made to every clergyman licensed by the Bishop 
of London to the colonies, to assist in defraying his travel- 
ing evpenses. Fothergill’s “List of Emigrant Ministers to 
America” is the authority for the dates upon which the min- 
isters mentioned received this bounty. But it sometimes hap- 
pened that the date of receiving the King’s Bounty was not 
synchronous with the first coming of the minister to Virginia. 
It was sometimes applied for and granted after his arrival 
in this country. Or sometimes a minister who had served in 
this country as a deacon received the King’s Bounty when he 
returned to London for ordination to the priesthood. 

GrorcE MacLaren Brypon. 


My Lord: 

I did my Self the honour to Address to your Lordship 
by a Ship which went from hence sometime since: In which 
I express’d my thankfulness to your Lordship for all your 
Favours, praying for a continuance of them. Since that Time 
we have had a meeting of the Clergy, from whom your Lord- 
ship will find with This, an address to his Majesty, and another 
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to your Lordship: ‘tis their request to me, and suits best 
with my Inclinations, that your Lordship would be pleas’d 
to deliver that for the King, with your own hands; at the same 
Time to acquaint his Majesty particularly, from what Part 
of his Majesty’s Dominions in America it comes. 

Since my Arrival I have recommended three Clergymen to 
Livings; Taylor’ M* Becket” & M* Marsden:* the latter 
indeed had not your Lordship Certificate But as he had sev- 
eral Testimonials of his Doctrine, good Life & Conversation, 
and as he told me he was known to your Lordship, and I 
had good reason to believe he was hurried out of England by 
misfortunes truly so, I did venture to send him to a Parish. 

The time is not yet come in the which it will be proper 
to propose the Inducting of Ministers: in the mean season 
I am preparing by degrees the Country for it; and am making 
Friends & forming the best methods to introduce it; and 
I am not without hopes. 

The Gentleman that brings this, Capt Jones of Virginia, 
has promised me to deliver it to your Lordship with his own 
hands. and I hope your Lordship will be perfectly well sat- 
isfied, with such answers as in justice to us here I am per- 
swaded he will give to any Questions your Lordship is pleased 
to put. 

My Lord it is my Inclination as well as Resolution to live 


* Rev. Daniel Taylor, Jr., B. A., born in Virginia, son of Rev. Daniel 
Taylor, Sr., Rector of Blissland Parish, New Kent and James City 
Counties, 1704-1729. Ordained probably in 1727, received the King’s 
Bounty for Virginia May 30, 1727. Minister of St. John’s Parish, 
King William County, from 1729 to 1742 (probably). Died September 
28, 1742. Married Alice Littlepage of New Kent and left children 
(Calendar State Papers of Virginia; Fragment of Vestry Book; Hayden, 
p. 396.) 

?Rev. Thomas Beckett received the King’s Bounty for Virginia 
May 10, 1727, was minister of St. James Parish, Goochland County, 
1727, minister of St. Mark’s Parish, Culpeper County, 1733-38, and 
was discharged for scandalous conduct (History St. Mark’s Parish, p. 
7 and 8). Possibly the same man officiated in Frederickville Parish, 
Albemarle County in 1754. (See Gov. Gooch’s letter of July 8, 1735). 


* Rev. Richard (or John) Marsden officiated in Lynnhaven Parish, 
Princess Anne County, for ten months in 1729 (Meade, Old Churches, 
1: 248; Colonial Churches in the Original Colony of Virginia, 2d. ed., 
p. 150; Gov. Gooch’s letter of June 29, 1729.) He was called Richard 
Marsden by Bishop Meade; John Marsden in Colonial Churches. 
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as becomes a Man so much befriended by your Lordship; and 
to prove by my Actions that I am 
May it please your Lordship 
Your Lordship’s 
most obliged most faithful 
& most obedient humb Serv 
WILLIAM GOOCH 
Williamsburg 
Oct 18" 1727 
Addressed To 
The Right Honourable 
and Right Reverend the 
Lord Bishop of London 
These 
left M* Randolph’s Servant 
(By Bp. Gibson) 
Endorsed Govern" Gouge 
A Letter before (not rec*) 
Marsden 
Induc* 
British Transcripts 
Fulham MSS. Virginia, 2nd Box No. 164. 


My Lord: 

I the other day had the honour of a Letter from your 
Lordship by the hands of M* Grasty: I was extreamly pleased 
to find, notwithstanding the great difficulty which attends 
such things in this Colony, that I had now an opportunity, 
whenever any proper Preferment offer’d, to demonstrate to 
your Lordship, the forwardness & readi...- by which I shal 
always express a very grateful sense ¢’ ui your Lordships 
favours to me. Your Lordsp. will pardon me, if I but just 
mention, that I wish the Person was more deserving; but 
tis sufficient me me that he is thus recomended, and your 
Lordship may be assured, that the first occasion that presents 
its self, I shal not forget him. 
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M Smith* not long since sent in hither by your Lordsp. 
has given me great trouble as well concern: so very mean in 
appearance, in pocket so poor, and so little to say for himself, 
that no Parish would receive him; and it hap’ning just before 
our Assembly was to meet, that had he been better qualified 
to serve a Parish in this Country, where they are very large, 
too much for a Man of his infirmities to undertake, it would 
have been very unseasonable to have enter’d into a Dispute, 
an dto have forced a Parish to receive a Minister, who in my 
own judgment, as also by an Act of Vestry, was rejected as 
not able to undergo the fatigue of serving two Churches near 
thirty miles distant from each other . . . to provide for him 
otherwise I have prevailed wit hthe Inhabitants of this Town to 
make him Lecturer, here by Contribution, which with 20" p 
an. the Comissary gives him for reading prayers will be up- 
wards of 50" this with a little help from a School if we can 
get him Scholars, will I hope maintain himself a Wife & three 
Children and another it seems is coming. I make no doubt 
but with some good advice, he will in time prove himself 
very deserving to such as can overlook his Person, for his 
mind is perfectly honest. 

There are many vacant Parishes in this Colony, which I wish 
were well fill’d: here are some very good men, some very bad, 
and many very indifferent ; but time I hope will improve them. 

A Young Gentleman bred at Oxford I think, son to M* 
Robinson one of the Council here,® is by the Governors of the 
Colledge appointed Professor of Philosophy, and directed to 
wait on your Lordship for your Approbation. We are going 
to build the Chappel as fast as we can, and from our Enquiry 
into the state of things there, your Lordship may in time know 
more. 


“Rev. Joseph Smith received the King’s Bounty for Virginia Sep- 
tember 21, 1727. Nothing is known of him beyond the references in 
Gov. Gooch’s letters. 

*Rev. William Robinson, B. A., Oxon., 1740. Son of Christopher 
Robinson of Middlesex. Master of William and Mary Grammar School, 
1742; ordained priest 1743; received the King’s Bounty for Virginia 
September 25, 1746; minister Stratton-Major Parish, King and Queen 
County from 1744 until his death in 1768; commissary to Bishop of 
London 1761 until his death; (Stratton-Major Vestry Book; Perry) ; 
visitor William and Mary College, 1761; was nephew of Bishop Rob- 
inson of London. 
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I shant trouble your Lordship at present with the dispute 
that has long subsisted about Presentation & Induction; be- 
cause about two moneths hence, a very honest Gentleman & 
an able Lawyer will go from hence to England; I have already 
discoursed him on this head, and shal direct him to wait on 
your Lordship, and give your Lordship an exact relation of 
the temper of the People of this Country; that if your Lordsp. 
upon hearing what he will advance shal judge it necessary, 
I should wish for a new Instruction, which would prevent 
great uneasiness here, should I, when not sure that I shal be 
supported from home, make a right use of a Lapse. 

I must add that this Gentleman is one of the Governours of 
the Colledge & perfectly acquainted with its Constitution from 
the beginning. 

Your Lordship will find by the Prints how we proceed, for 
by that time this is in England, my Speech & their Addresses 
will be there too; I hope your Lordship by what you hear 
of me will be encouraged to continue me in your favour; I 
have still to beg your Lordships blessing for me & mine 

I am My Lord with great Duty 
Your Lordship’s most obliged 
most faithful humb Servant 
WILLIAM GOOCH 

Williamsburg 
Feb. 14 1727/8 
Endorsed. Governt Gooch-Grasty-Smith-M* Robinson 
over-Induc" 


British Transcripts 
Fulham MSS. Virginia 1st Box No. 171. 


My Lord 
The last week came in hither the Rev’ Mt W™ Swift* from 
Bermudas: He shew’d me his Orders, and a Letter from your 


*Rev. William Swift received the King’s Bounty to Bermuda May 
8, 1722; Minister of St. Martin’s Parish, Hanover County 1728; died 
1734 (Meade, 1: 467; see Gov. Gooch’s letter of July 8, 1735). St. 
Martin’s Parish was formed in 1726, so Mr. Swift was probably the 


first minister. 
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Lordship sent to him in 1726 directing him not to leave that 
Island until your Lordship had sent another to supply that 
Cure. Upon which I told him, that I was sorry to find he 
had not complied with your Lordship Instructions. He is much 
esteem’d by Those that are acquainted with him, and appears 
from the little knowledge I have of him, to be a Gentleman 
very deserving. I must confess from the general Character 
of that Place, where all sorts of Provisions are very Scarce, 
and consequently dear, and the allowance to Ministers but 
small, how he could stay there so long as he did, which he 
said was wholly owing to your Lordship’s letter; that abated 
both my wonder & resentment, especially as he had a Family 
to provide for. I hope therefore your Lordship will not blame 
me, if to relieve a Man from such Circumstances, I immediately 
sent him to a Parish in this Country, St Martin’s in Hanover 
County, where I am confident he will be very easie and faith- 
fully discharge his duty in the care of Souls. 

M: Smith whom your Lordship sent over sometime since, 
is still in this Town as Reader; I can by no method prevail 
upon any Parish to receive him, but must be obliged to force 
one to accept of him: I am very unwilling it should come 
to this, nor can I tell how to avoid it. ’tis with difficulty that 
I prevail upon the Inhabitants of this Town to continue their 
Subscriptions, so that I shall be constrained to take another 
Course, to keep Him & his Family from starving. I must 
say “tis not so much from his Shape or Make, that the People 
in general have so great a prejudice to him, as it is from his 
ignorance of the World very visible in his Conversation, and 
his great heedlesness in doing the duty of his Function. I 
have been very obliging & kind to him; I have studied every 
art to introduce him into the good opinion of others; but his 
own Conduct demolishes every overture of this sort by follies 
I have cautioned him against; He has not only told every 
Body that your Lordship ordained him Deacon and Priest just 
before he left England, but also that your Lordship gave him 
a special Command not to preach in London; and ’tis but the 
other day, that he boasted himself the Maker of my Castors, 
that he was very sure of it, for he knew his own Work. 
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A Clergyman named Thomas Bailye,’ notorious for his scan- 
dalous Life & Conversation, I was, by complaint, obliged to 
admonish him to quit his Parish & leave this Country; but 
so great was his poverty when he appear’d to make answer 
to his Accusers, and altho’ ’twas impossible for him to purge 
himself, yet I was prevailed upon by him to send him to 
another Parish, upon the terms, that if they were willing to 
receive him, I was willing to make another tryal of him; he 
faithfully promising to behave himself in his future Life as 
he ought to do. I have not yet heard from the Parish. 

I shal be greatly disappointed if an Act of our Assembly 
proves not sufficient encouragement for good Men to come 
and live with us, for they will now have 16000 weight of 
Tabacco put into Casks free from any deductions, which will 
make twenty Hh* and these according to the price of Ta- 
bacco will be from seven to tenn Pounds the hogshead ; then 
the Perquisites are not inconsiderable; a good House to live 
in, and a Glebe of 200 acres of Land. 

I have had great marks from the Country of their Esteem 
& Respect for me: the Council voted me unanimously 300" 
Ster. the Assembly gave me 500'» Cur which is about 420" 
Ster. the first I accepted of having mentioned it before I left 
England to the Duke of Newcastle & S: R. Walpole, but the 
last remains for his Majesty’s consent, which if happily I am 
thought worthy to receive, so very chargeable is the entrance 
into this Station, will but little more than carry me through 
this year, which on many accounts is much more expensive 
than I hope the succeeding ones will prove. 

But I must not trouble your Lordship with my own affairs; 
nor with a larger Detail of things relating to my Government, 
because, the Bearer John Randolph Esq' a Gentleman learned 


*Rev. Thomas Baily received the King’s Bounty for Naraganzett 
March 27, 1712; ministered in Maryland and came thence to Virginia. 
(See Perry, Papers Relating to the History of the Church in Virginia, 
Pp. 249; was minister of Newport Parish, Isle of Wight County in 
1724; was fined by King George County court in 1726 for swearing 
twelve oaths in one day; applied for Warwisqueake Parish, Isle of 
Wight County in 1727, and in 1728 claimed to have been appointed to 
Lynnhaven Parish, Princess Anne County, and the vestry begged the 
governor to remove him. (Meade, 1: 163, 248, 301). 
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in the Law, and well qualified in all other respects, who comes 
to England for his health, and is one of the Governours of 
William & Mary College will, in confidence, if your Lordship 
pleases, give your Lordship an exact & honest Relation. 

My earnest endeavours are to follow after such Things 
as will render my Administration pleasing to Almighty God, 
and acceptable to my Royal Master; and in so doing, I act 
the Part that only can recommend me to the continuance of 
your Lordship’s favour. 

I beg your Lordship’s blessing for Me & Mine, and am 
with the greatest Duty & Gratitude 

My Lord 
Your Lordship’s 
Most faithful and most 
Obedient humble Servant 
WILLIAM GOOCH 

Virginia 

Will™burg 

May 26" 1728 


Endorsed Gooch 
Swift—Bermudas 
—Increase of Min’* Sal'e 
—Smith 
—Baily ill Cl*man 


British Transcripts 
Fulham MSS. Virginia 1st Box No. 159. 


My Lord ; 

The Reverend M* Nearn* being called to England to receive 
a Parish provided for him in Wiltshire; I laid hold of the 
opportunity of informing your Lordship that the Behavior 


* Rev. Nearn was minister of King William Parish, Mana- 
— Henrico County (later Powhatan County) 1727-28 ( Meade, 
: 466, 467; Perry, 353). 
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of that Gentleman during his Ministry in this Country, gives 
his Parishioners just cause to lament his leaving them. I shal 
at last 1 hope provide for M* Smith, he is now gone to a 
Church upon tryal, where I have used great Interest with 
the Vestry to accept of him. 

The French Refugees* My Lord settled in this Country are 
very desirous of having a Minister to Preach to them in French 
as well as English; and to that end Petitioned me not long 
since to interceed w™ your Lordship, in case they can find a 
Clergyman so qualified and willing to come hither, they them- 
selves being very poor, that by your Lordship’s Interest, the 
Society would help them in paying his Sallary; which they 
propose shal be Eighty Pounds p annu of which they would 
give forty. M* Nearn is well acquainted with the Circum- 
stances of these People and will give your Lordship a per- 
fect account of them and their request. 

Now Col. Nicholson is dead I hope all things will be made 
easie and settled to the Advantage of the College: Not know- 
ing till it was too late that the seven years were expired, we 
must not it seems till the next Year do our Selves the honour 
to chuse your Lordship our Chancellor. 

I beg your Lordship’s blessings for me & mine, and am 
with the greatest Duty & Respect 

My Lord 
Y Lordship’s most obliged 
and most faithful humb Serv* 
WILL" GOOCH 
Virginia 
July 1o™ 1728 
Endorsed Gooch 

—French Refugees 

—Min' 
British Transcripts 
Fulham MSS. Virginia 1st Box No. 146. 


* The French refugees referred to were the Huguenots who settled 
at Manakin Town on the south side of James River in Henrico County 
about 1700. In 1705 they were set apart as a separate parish called 
King William Parish, within the bounds of Henrico Parish. By this 
setting apart they were released from paying parish levies in Henrico 
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May it please your Lordship 

By the Fleet which now sailes for London, I have pre- 
sumed to write recommendatory Letters to your Lordship by 
three Gentlemen who have been for some Years in this Colony 
viz Smith,” Mt Gemmill” & M* Fyfe;* the Two first were 
Tutors in private Families, and the Other kept a School in 
one of our Towns: They are All of them well affected to 
his Majesty & Family, unblamable in their Lives & Conver- 
sation, and very pious sober Men. The great want my Lord 
we are in of Ministers, many Parishes being vacant, made 
me the more willing to encourage these Persons to undertake 
the Voyage, moved thereto by their own Dispositions; and if 
your Lordship shal be pleas’d to think them in other respects 
qualified for the sacred office of Priest, I may venture to be 
answerable for their Conduct afterwards. My Lord, the Laity 
all over this Province are so well inclined to Religion & 
Vertue, that ’tis great pity they should want Instruction to 
help them forward in their Duty, for such are our Circum- 
stances, that if a Parish wants a Minister, the Distance will 
not allow the People to go to the Next, if the Next is so 
fortunate as to have One. 

M. Smith is long since very happily placed much to his 
own Satisfaction—M* Marsden to whom in a former Letter 
I acquainted your Lordship I had given a Parish, about Moneth 
since run away above £400 in Debt by borrowing Money and 
drawing Bills in England. 

We were again this Year under dreadful Apprehensions 
from the Caterpillars, for which reason I appointed a Fast; 
and can now inform your Lordship that by the peculiar favour 


Parish and so enabled to support their own minister. Their first 
ministers were Huguenots. Afterwards they secured the services of 
some neighboring minister who could hold services in their native 
language. (See their letter to Mr. Nearn, Perry, 353). 

* Rev. William Smith received the King’s Bounty for Virginia Sept. 
24, 1729; died 1734. His parish not known. 

® Rev. John Gemmill (Gamill, Gemurill) received the King’s Bounty 
for Virginia, Sept. 24, 1729. Minister of Upper Parish, Isle of Wight 
County (Warwisqueake Parish) 1729-1744. (Meade, 1: 303). 

“Rev. William Fyfe received the King’s Bounty for Virginia Sept. 
24, 1729. Minister of Elizabeth City Parish, Elizabeth City County 
from 1731 until his death in 1755. (Meade, 1: 231, Perry). 
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that the loss of some Orchards which have been eat up by 
those destructive Insects. 

As there were many Men to attend the Commissioners & 
Surveyors who run the dividing Line betwixt this Government 
& North Carolina, I thought it proper to send a Minister with 
them,” seeing they were to pass through a Country where 
of Heaven that Danger is over without any other consequence 
they could not have the oppertunity of attending the publick 
Worship; such is the unhappy State of those poor People 
who live on the borders of our Neighbouring Province, in 
which, there is not one Clergyman; the Report that Gentleman 
made to me sufficiently proves how well he answered my 
purpose in sending of Him, for he Christened above an hun- 
dred Children of different ages, and many Adult Persons, 
and preached to Numbers who had never heard a Sermon 
since their first settlement in those Parts. 

I am prevailed upon by the Gentlemen of the Country to 
beg the favour of your Lordship to interceed with His or 
Her Majesty for an Organ for our Church at Williamsburg, 
one of £200 value would be large enough. As such Gifts 
my Lord have sometimes been made by royal Bounty to 
other Places in America; the Subjects here most humbly pre- 
sume to hope, that they may have as just a Claim, and would 
think themselves as highly engaged, and I dare to say it, 
bear as ample testimony of their Gratitude, as any People in 
any part of his Majesty’s Dominions. 

Dean Berkley” after a tedious and dangerous Passage of 
four moneths was forced into Virginia for want of Provis- 
ions; I did the good man, my Lord all the Honour in my 


* Rev. Peter Fontaine the chaplain to the expedition was minister 
of Westover Parish, Charles City County from 1716 until his death 
in 1757. A Huguenot. Received the King’s Bounty for Virginia 
March 30, 1716. (Tyler’s Cradle of the Republic, p. 145; Meade, passim; 
Perry). 

% Rev. George Berkeley, Dean of Derry, later Bishop of Cloyne, 
in Ireland, secured from King George First a charter for the estab- 
lishment of a university in Bermuda, and a grant of £20,000 from Par- 
liament for its endowment. He came to America and spent three 
years in Rhode Island waiting for the money to be paid. It was 
not paid and the plan came to naught. He stopped in Virginia on 
his way to New England. (Wilberforce, History of the American 
Church, p. 155, 159). 
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Power, and gave him a short view of our Country and Cir- 
cumstances, and so much I must say, it was not without a 
great deal of regrett he left us, I mean on our Side. Ber- 
muda my Lord is a very poor Island, but I can’t give your 
Lordship a juster Idea of it, than by saying ’tis as if fifty 
Islands were jumbled together, the largest of which is indeed 
about twenty miles long & half a mile broad, but the rest 
very small as your Lordship will think when in the whole 
‘tis not thirty miles long and taking all in not above five 
miles over. Rivers or great runs of water divide every one 
of these, over which the Inhabitants pass in Boats, and there 
is not in all the Place a Levell of above a mile. As the Deans 
Charter for this Island is not irrevocable, I am in great hopes 
his further information of Things will turn to our Advantage; 
for the Continent in my opinion is by much the properest 
Place for his Purpose, and Virginia my Lord above all the 
Provinces on the Main seems to be best situated for it. but 
I must say no more: 

Was I to give your Lordship a Character of M* Baylie a 
Clergyman who gos home in this Fleet, I could not say worse 
of him than he deserves; he is so well known all over the 
Continent, that not a Parish will accept of him; for he has 
been often tryed and to no purpose. He has lived here upon 
Charity for many moneths, and to Charity he is indebted for 
his passage for himself and his Wife, which costs £10, and 
money given to the Captain to put into his hands about £10 
more when he puts him on shore. He leaves behind him two 
Boys, the youngest is with a Clergyman, and the eldest about 
nine years of age, I intend to put to the College. 

I have sent over by this Fleet a Box full of a Root and 
Barks, which in equal quantities being made into a Decoction, 
will, in this Country, cure the most inveterate venereal Disease, 
in order for the Phisitians to make a tryal of it in England; 
but in all likelihood the difference of Climate will make a 
difference in its Operation, and here only mankind will be 
the better for what has been a Secrett in the hands of a Negro, 
for many years in this Country where he practiced with suc- 
cess, until I thought it worthy my endeavours to get the Dis- 
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covery from him. Next to the Service I expect from it, | 
wish it may be an encouragement to one of the travelling 
Phisitians to take a Tour into America, where he’l profit much 
more than by a jaunt to France & Italy. 

M* Clarke“ who lived three or four years past in this 
Country, then went to England; the last Winter returned, and 
I gave him a Parish, but not without a reprimand for not 
waiting on your Lordship. And a young Gentleman of this 
Country who for cheapness went to the Colledge as Glascow 
and came hither by the last Ships in Deacon’s orders, I sent 
to a Parish; his name is Kenn[e]r,* and has promised me as 
soon as he is old enough to wait upon your Lordship for 
Priest’s Orders. I hear a very extraordinary Character of 
him. 

I beg your Lordship’s blessing for me & mine and am 

My Lord 
Your Lordship’s 
Most dutiful and most obliged 
humble Servant 
WILLIAM GOOCH 

W™burgh 
June 29 1729 
Endorsed § Gooch 

—Smith 

—Gemill want of Min* 

—Fife 
Smith 
Marsden 
Caterpill* 
Carolina—Min’ 
Organ 
Berkly 
Bayly— 
Bark and root 
Clark 
Kenner 


“ Nothing is known of Mr. Clark. 
* Rev. Rodham Kenner (Sr.), born in Northumberland County, 
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British Transcripts 
Fulham MSS. Virginia 1st Box No. 153. 


May it please your Lordship 

I take the first oppertunity to inform your Lordship that 
the Rev‘ M* Holbrooke,* who about four years since by the 
Society, from whom he received £60 p annum, was settled at 
Salem in the Jerseys, where he has continued all that Time, 
about Six days agoe came to Virginia, a journey of three 
hundred miles, in order to obtain a Recommendation from me 
to a Parish in this Colony; and for that purpose brought with 
him a Certificate signde by the Commissary and the neigh- 
bouring Clergy in thuse Parts, setting forth his good Life & 
Conversation. I gave him for answer, that as he was placed 
there by the Society, it must be proper for him to acquaint 
the Society with his Intentions before he left his Church; 
and that he ought to have your Lordship’s Licence for so 
doing, and when such Consent was obtained, I should be 
very glad to receive him. He told me he would conduct him- 
self accordingly, and I promised him to write to your Lord- 
ship ; upon which we parted, and he went away well contented, 
after I had given him something to help out his journey. If 
he had succeeded he was determined to go back, and return 
with his Family in the Spring, so that tis no great disapoint- 
ment to him. 

Not long since my Lord, by Accident, I mett with Methodus 
Procedendi contra Clericos irregulares in Plantationibus Ameri- 


was minister of St. George’s Parish, Spotsylvania County, 1729-1730, 
and officiated for two years longer occasionally. Died 1734 probably. 
(History St. George’s Parish, p. 15; Perry, 357); William Byrd’s 
Progress to the Mines, 375. Went to England for priest’s orders 1731. 
* Rev. John Holbrooke received the King’s Bounty for New Jersey, 
Dec. 13, 1723. Was minister of Hungar’s Parish, Northampton County, 
1729-1747. (Meade, 1: 258; Colonial Churches in Virginia, 108-9). 

* Methodus Procedendi contra Clericos Irregulares in Plantationibus 
Americanis, a 16 page quarto pamphlet containing directions to the 
commissaries and forms for preparing citations, summoning witnesses, 
pronouncing sentence, etc. Printed in full in The Anglican Episcopate 
and the American Colonies, by Arthur Lyon Cross, pp. 294, 309 (Har- 
vard Historical Series, No. I/). 


t I 
it, 
nuch 
this 
not 
this 
SCOW 
for 
f 
liged 
= 


232 VIRGINIA HISTORICAL MAGAZINE 


canis,* and in that with your Lordships Directions to your 
Commissary. But since the eight Instruction concerns my 
Self, where your Lordship orders him to inform your Lord- 
ship what Steps are taken towards obtaining an Act of As- 
sembly for Presentment of Crimes & Vices to be made to 
the Temporal Courts, agreeable to what was added to the 
Instructions of every Governour in the Plantations, I must 
beg leave of your Lordship to answer for my Self, not doubt- 
ing but M* Blair has done me Justice. My Instructions my 
Lord did not come to my hands till many moneths after the 
meeting of the last House of Burgesses; but upon sight of 
that Instruction, I made a proper Memorandum of it, that I 
might be sure not to faile to recommend it to the next As- 
sembly, which I shal not forget to do; and to shew your 
Lordship how mindful I was of it, I made it part of my 
Charge to the Grand Jury of the first General Court after 
it came in, as your Lordship pious Request both to his late & 
present Majesty, and as such an Instruction to me. This 
very Charge, as the Commissary was present when I gave it, 
so he desired after the Court ended that I would let him 
see it, but for what purpose I could not then imagine; how- 
ever, he had it for three or four Days, and for that reason 
my Lord it is that I say, I hope he has done me Justice. 

If those Gentlemen I had the honour to introduce to your 
Lordship, are so fortunate as to be approved of by your 
Lordship, and admitted into holy Orders; and, as they en- 
gaged to do, return to this Country, we sh’ant have a vacant 
Parish; and the provision to be made for M* Holbrooke, if 
your Lordship gives him leave to come hither, will depend 
upon Mr Clarke’s leaving his Parish, who talks of going for 
England. I thought proper mention this to your Lordship, 
notwithstanding I had desired the Comissary to do it, for 
fear a letter should miscarry, and Gentlemen should be sent 
over when we can’t provide for them. 

I had the honour of your Lordship Letter, for which I do 
most humbly thank your Lordship; and shal endeavour to 
deserve such Favours, by doing all the Good I can both in 
Church & State. 
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A Surveyor’s place, in the Country for Lands I mean, is 
the only way to provide for M* Grasty; and therefore I have 
secured for him the first Vacancy, for they are in the dis- 
posal of the College, and a proper one for his situation has not 
fallen since I came in. 

When your Lordship hears anything of me displeasing to 
your Lordship. I comfort my self that your Lordship will 
not let me be a Stranger to it; I beg your Lordships blessing 
for me & mine, and hope your Lordsp. will make allowances 
for what may proceed from Ignorance or Surprise in 

My Lord 
Your Lordship’s 
Most dutiful most. faithful 
and most obliged humble 
servant 
WILLIAM GOOCH 
Wburgh 
Oct 9" 1729 


Endorsed full—Grasty— 
Hear all’s well 


British Transcripts 
Fulham MSS. Virginia, 1st Box No. 115. 


My Lord: 

I would not neglect the first oppertunity to return Your 
Lordship my Duty and Thanks for the honour of three Letters 
which the last Winter I received from your Lordship. 

That which concerned M* Dawson,” the first occasion w** 
offers shal be punctually obeyed, for it must be a Church near 
to the College: He is a very good Man, sober, modest, and 
truly Religious. 

The Gentlemen your Lordship was pleased to Ordain are 

* Rev. William Dawson, B. A., Oxon, D. D., Prof. Moral Philosophy, 
William and Mary College, 1729; President of the College, 1743-1752. 
Commissary of Bishop of London, 1743-1752. Member Governor’s 


Council, 1743-1752. Died 1752. Married Mary (Randolph) Stith 
(Meade; Tyler; Perry). See later letters of Gov. Gooch. 
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returned to this Country, and in their several Parishes have 
behaved themselves to the satisfaction of us here, and suit- 
able to your Lordship’s hopes. 

Those who make it their Request to me, did not know 
that I had applied to your Lordship for an Organ. 

By great Accident I lately heard of a Relation of your 
Lordsp. Mr Gibson an Inhabitant of this Country; and it is 
a great Comfort to me, that I can give your Lordship the 
Assurance, before this time twelve Moneth, to Provide for 
Him in our new Tobacco Law, to do great Service to his 
Majesty’s Revenue, so your Lordship I hope will excuse me 
if I say, what is fact, that it was carried in the Assembly 
by my Endeavours, and the confidence the Burgesses have in 
my Integrity. 

In pursuance of that Instruction obtained from his Majesty 
by your Lordship, a Law is passed for encouraging Religion 
& Morality, and discountenancing of Vice: whereby the former 
Laws against sundry Sins & offences are more strongly en- 
forced; and the Church wardens are obliged from time to 
time to make Presentments, and those Presentments are made 
of equal Force to ground a Prosecution, as an Indictment 
found by a Grand Jury; there is also a Clause which gives 
Jurisdiction to our General Court to take Cognizance of Mar- 
riages within the Levitical degrees, and to declare such Null; 
and also one to Punish all Persons who either by Marriage 
or otherwise are Guilty of incestuous Copulations. This is 
the substance of the Law, and I hope answers what your 
Lordship designed: And indeed it was high time to restrain 
such wicked Practices, which by no Court or Law heretofore 
established, in this Country, were Punishable. 

Two ministers are lately Come from England, M* Marie™ 
and M* Wright:” the first, as he is a Frenchman, fortunately 
found the Parish vacant next to the French Town, so that 
those People now have a Preacher in their own Language; 


* Rev. James Marie (Marye) was minister of St. James Parish, 
Goochland County and King William Parish, Manakintown, 1730-32-ff. 
Minister St. George’s Parish, Spotsylvania County, 1735-1767. Died 
1767. (Meade, 11: 69; Slaughter, History of St. George’s Parish). 


AS 
— 
5 
ye 
ay 


VIRGINIA CLERGY 235 


He appears to be a conscientious good Man; as I have reason 
to be convinced the other is. 

M: Commissary with my consent will recommend to your 
Lordship one M* Macculloch” for Holy Orders; I know little 
of him, my chief dependence is upon the Clergyman who gives 
indeed that Persons of Character & Probity in London will 
vouch for his good behaviour Six Years that he lived there; 
and the Comissary has taken an essay of his skill in Languages. 
As I should be sorry by my recommendation to your Lord- 
ship to do a thing above a Man’s merit, so I shal be as cautious, 
not to depress a man below it; but their Lives & Conversations 
are our only Concern, not their Learning & Parts, neither 
of which in this Person, will bring the Church into danger 
of Contempt. 

I beg your Lordship’s Blessing for me & mine, and be- 
seech your Lordship for the continuance of your Patronage 
and Protection; and it ever shal be my hearty Prayer to the 
Throne of Grace that God may long continue your Lordships 
here on Earth for the Good of His Church. I beg leave to 
subscribe myself 

My Lord 
Your Lordships Most dutiful 
and Most obedient humble 
Servant 
Virginia WILLIAM GOOCH 
W™burgh 
July 23* 1730 
Endorsed Gooch—Dawson—Ordain’d—Organ— 
Gibson—Good done—Macculloch 
Answ* 
British Transcripts 
Fulham MSS. Virginia, No. 234. 

* Rev. ———— Wright, not previously known, sent to a parish in the 
Northern Neck. A: John Wright received the King’s Bounty for 
Maryland March 25, 1729. (See letter May 28, 1731). 

*® Rev. Roderick Macculloch received the King’s Bounty for Virginia 
October 20, 1730. Mentioned in King George County records. Pos- 
sibly rector of Hanover Parish, King George County 1732-37. Married 


Elizabeth Weedon of Washington Parish, Westmoreland County; died 
before 1748. 


‘i 
Ir 
iS 
e : 
is 
d 
j 
| 
4 ey 
j 
= 
i 
| 


236 VIRGINIA HISTORICAL MAGAZINE 


My Lord 

The Bearer hereof, the Rev‘ M* Kenner,* living a great 
distance from me, and going for England in a Ship that lyes 
in a River at as great a Distance, I have not at present an 
Oppertunity of doing any other Honour to my Self, than 
Acknowledging the Receipt of your Lordships Letters, and 
doing Justice to this Gentleman, who waits on your Lord- 
ship for Priest’s orders. 

It is near three Years since he came into this country, 
immediately after he was Ordained Deacon by your Lordship, 
and has all along behaved himself in a sober and decent Man- 
ner, mighty well beloved in his Parish, and as well respected 
in the Country, a very serviceable Minister in the Church. 

About a Moneth hence there will come from the college 
a Young Gentleman on the same Errand, by. whom I shall 
again address your Lordship, and beg your Lordship's accep- 
tance of a taste of our Virginia Bacon. 

I humbly crave your Lordship’s Blessing, and am with great 
Duty and Respect 

My Lord 
Your Lordship’s 
Most obliged and most 
faithful humble Servant 
WILLIAM GOOCH 
W™burgh 
May 15th, 1731 
[By Bp. Gibson] 
Endorsed Gooch 
Kenneir Answ‘ 


British Transcripts 
Fulham MSS. Virginia, No. 229. 


*See note 15. 


(To be continued) 
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WILLIAM DANDRIDGE 


From a portrait in the collection at 
the Va. Historical Society. 
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(Continued) 


John Carter, Esqr. Secretary of this His 


Secretary Majestys Colony and Dominion took the Oath 
Sworn. for the due Execution of that Office. 

The Reverend Mr. Commissary Blair pro- 
Bishop of ducing a Commission under the Hand Etc. 
London’s Episcopal Seal of the Right Reverend Edmond 
Commissary Lord Bishop of London, constituting him, the 
Sworn. said James Blair Commissary of Virginia with 


power to Execute the Several Authorities 
granted to the said Bishop by His late Majesties Letters 
Patents under the Great Seal granted to the said Bishop bear- 
ing Date the Day of a copy whereof is annexed to 
the said Commissarys Commission. Which Patent and Com- 
mission aforesaid being Severally read Mr. Commisarie there- 
upon took the Oath for the due Execution of the said Office. 
John Grymes, Esqr. His Majesty’s Receiver 
Receiver Gen- General took the Oath for the due Execution 
eral Sworn. of the said Office. 
William Dandridge’ Esqr. pursuant to a 


* William Dandridge was living at Hampton, Va., in 1717, where 
he was a ship owner and probably a merchant. In 1719 he is de- 
scribed, in a deed, as “late of Hampton, now of King William county, 
gent.” In 1727 he became a member of the Council, and on December 
14th of that year was appointed one of the commissioners on the part 
of Virginia to settle the boundary line with North Carolina. He was 
for a number of years an officer in the English navy, and probably 
served before 1737, but of that service we have no record. In the 
Virginia Gazette, March 11-18, 1736, it is stated that “Its currently 
reported here by persons lately arrived from London, that Col. William 
Dandridge is very shortly to have the Command of one of His Maj- 
esty’s Ships.” In the issue of Sept. 18, it is stated that Captain Dan- 
dridge’s sailing from England had been somewhat delayed and that the 
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Mr. Dandridge Warrant under the Sign Manuel of His late 
Sworn of the Majesty bearing date the first day of June 
Council. 1727, in the thirteenth year of his Reign di- 
rected to the Commander in Chief of this 
Colony for the time being having first taken the Oaths ap- 
pointed to be taken instead of the Oaths of Allegiance and 
Supremacy, together with the Abjuration Oath, and Sub- 
scribed the Test, was Sworn and Admitted One of His Maj- 
estys Council of this Colony. 
John Custis’, Esqr. pursuant to a warrant 
Mr. Custis under the Sign Manuel of His late Majesty 
Sworn of the bearing Date the Second day of June 1727, 
Council. in the Thirteenth Year of His Reign Directed 
to the Commander in Chief of this Colony 


Duke of Montagu had presented him with a fine sword. This hand- 
some weapon, bearing the inscription on the blade: “April, 1738. 
This Sword was presented by his Grace John Duke of Montagu, to 
Capt. Wm. Dandridge,” is now the property of his descendants, the 
family of the late Captain Francis West Chamberlayne, C. S. A., 
of this city, and, together with Capt. Dandridge’s portrait, has been 
deposited with the Virginia Historical Society. The Duke of Montagu 
was first lord of Admiralty. In February, 1741, Captain Dandridge 
still commanded the Wolf, 12 guns, on the Virginia station; but in 
November of that year was transferred to the South Sea, 40 guns. 
He served in Oglethorpe’s attack on St. Augustine, and Vernon’s, on 
Carthagena. Captain (or Colonel) Dandridge died in 1743, at his 
seat, “Elsing Green”, King William county. He married first, Euphan, 
widow of Wilson Roscow, of Warwick county and daughter of Rev. 
James Wallace. She died in 1717, and her tomb bears her arms—Wallace 
—impaling azure, a lion’s head erased or, between three mascles argent. 
These are the arms of Dandridge of Great Malvern, England. There 
appears to have been no issue by the first marriage. Col. Dandridge 
married about 1719, Unity, daughter and heiress of Nathaniel West, 
of King William county, a grandson of Governor West. He has numer- 
ous descendants, both of his own and other names. 

No complete genealogy of the descendants of William Dandridge 
has been prepared, but several partial accounts are in print. The de- 
scendants of Capt. William Dandridge’s brother, Col. John Dandridge, 
of New Kent (the father of Mrs. Martha Washington) have been 
given more completely. See William and Mary Quarterly, V, 30-39, 
81, 182, 139, 140; VI, 250, 251; XII, 126-128; XIV, 267, 268; XX, 
149-167; Va. Magazine of History and Biography, XI, 216, 423; VX, 
430, 431; XXII, 96, 97; Seldens of Virginia and Allied. Families (Mary 
S. Kennedy) II, 13-35; Robertson’s Pocahontas and Her Descendants, 
33, 36, 45, 46; Browning’s Americans of Royal Descent. 

? Col. John Custis, of Williamsburg, and of “Arlington”, Northampton 
county, was a great grandson of the emigrant, a grandson of Major 
General John Custis, of “Arlington” (appointed to the Council, 1677), 
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for the time being, having first taken the Oaths appointed 
to be taken instead of the Oaths of Allegiance and Supremacy, 
Together with the Abjuration Oath, and Subscribed the Test, 
was Sworn and Admitted one of His Majesty’s Council of this 
Colony. 
Whereas upon the Demise of our late Sov- 
His Majesty __ereign Lord King George the First of Glorious 
King George Memory the Imperial Crown of Great Britain 
the Second France and Ireland together with the Supreme 
proclaimed. Dominion and Sovereign Right of this Colony 
and Dominion of Virginia and all other His 
Late Majestys Dominions in America, are Rightly come to the 
High and Mighty Prince, George, Prince of Wales Our present 
most Gracious Sovereign, It is ordered that His said Majesty 
be Publickly and Solemnly Proclaimed at the Capitol, the 
Markett place and the Colledge of William and Mary; and 


and son of Col. John Custis, of “Wilsonia” (Councillor 1693, etc.) 
was born in 1678 and died November 1749. He is stated to have been 
educated in England, owned a large estate and in his later years 
became very eccentric. He married, about 1707, Frances, daughter 
and co-heiress of Daniel Parke, Jr. Their married life was not happy 
and many traditions concerning them were formerly current on the 
Eastern Shore. Mrs. Custis died March 13, 1714-15, and John Custis, 
as has been stated. In 1714, by the intervention of friends, they were 
induced to make a series of agreements, which might lead to greater 
harmony. They were recorded in Northampton Court, and a copy was 
printed in this Magazine, IV, 64-66. An abstract of Col. Custis’ will 
is in Waters’ Gleanings, I, 303-395. In it he gives the inscription 
he desired to be placed on his tomb. His wishes were carried out. 
The epitaph is as follows: 
[Arms] 


“Beneath this Marble Tomb lies ye body 
of the Honorable John Custis, Esq., 
of the City of Williamsburg and Parish of Bruton 
Formerly of Hungars Parish on the Eastern Shore of 
Virginia and the County of Northampton the 
Place of his nativity. 
Aged 71 years and yet lived but seven years 
Which was the space of time he kept 
A Bachelor’s House at Arlington 
On the Eastern Shore of Virginia. 
This information put on his tomb was by his 
own positive order. 


Wm. Colley, Mason, in Fenchurch Street, 
London, Fecit.” 
John Custis’ only son, Daniel Parke Custis, was the first husband 
of Martha Dandridge, afterwards Mrs. Washington. 
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that a Proclamation do also Issue commanding the High 
Sheriffs, Justices of the Peace and other officers to Cause His 
present Majesty to be Proclaimed in the respective Countys 
within this Colony with all Convenient Speed. 
Whereas His Majesty hath been pleased by 
Directions for Order in His Privy Council the 19th. of June 
altering the 1727, to declare that in all the Prayers for 
prayers for the Royal Family instead of the Words [His 
Queen and Royal Highness George Prince of Wales The 
Royal Family. Princess and their Issue, and all the Royal 
Family] be inserted [Our Gracious Queen 
Caroline, the Royal Issue, and the rest of the Royal Family.] 
It is ordered that the same alteration be observed in the 
Prayers throughout this Colony, and that Mr. Commissionary 
Blair be Desired to Signify the same to the Clergy. 
Ordered that a Proclamation be prepared 
Proclamation and Issued for Publishing His Majestys Royal 
Continuing Proclamation for continuing in their respective 
Officers. offices all such Persons as at the time of the 
Demise of our late Sovereign were Duely Pos- 
sessed of or invested in any office or Employment. 
Resolved that an Humble Address be pre- 
Address to the pared to His Majesty to be signed by the 
King to be Governour and Council Condoling the Death 
Prepared. of our late Most Gracious Sovereign and con- 
gratulating His Present Majestys Happy Ac- 
cession to the Throne, and that the said Address be prepared 
and brought in by Mr. Commissionary Blair, William Byrd 
and John Carter, Esgqrs. 
John Randolph, Esq. by commission from 


Deputy the late Governour Constituted His Maj At- 
Attorney torney Gen' during the absence of John Clay- 
Genl. & etc. ton Esq. and also admitted to Officiate as 
Sworn. Clerk of the Council in the room and During 


the indisposition of Mr. Robertson took the 
Oaths appointed by Act of Parliament to be taken instead of 
the Oaths of Allegiance and Supremacy—together with the Ab- 
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juration Oath, and subscribed the Test, and also took the Oaths 
of those respective Offices During his Continuance therein. 


At a Council held the 12th. Day of Septem> 1727 


Present 
The Honble. the Lieut. Governr. 
Robert Carter Cole Digges 
James Blair Peter Beverley 
William Byrd John Carter 
Nathl. Harrison John Grymes 
Mann Page William Dandridge 


John Custis, Esqrs. 
Nathaniel Harrison Esr. took the Oaths ap- 
Mr. Harrison pointed by Act of Parliament, to be taken in- 
Sworn of the stead of the Oaths of Allegiance and Su- 


Council & premacy, the Abjuration Oath, and Sub- 
Deputy scribed the Test, and then took the Usual 
Auditor. Oath of a Member of His Majestys Council. 


And also as Deputy Auditor of His Maj- 
esties Revenues of this Dominion took the Oath for the Due 
Execution of that Office. 

Mr. Commissionary Blair reported that the 
Address to Persons appointed had prepared an Humble 
the King Address to His Majesty which was read at 
approved. the Board and Agreed to. 

Ordered that the same be fairly Transcribed 
and Signed by the Lieut. Governour and all the members 
of the Council now Present, and that a Duplicate thereof be 
prepared and Signed in like manner. 

His late Maj‘ approbation Declared in 
Orders for Council the 28th. of March, 1727, of the pro- 
running the posals made by Col. Spotswood and Mr. Eden 
dividing Line late Lieut. Governours of Virginia and North 
between Vir- Carolina for settling the Boundaries between 


ginia and the said Governments; which Proposals have 
North also been agreed to by the Lords Proprietors 
Carolina. of North Carolina was this day read at the 


Board, and thereupon it is the opinion of the 
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Council that the Governour be Desired to send a Copy of 
His Majestys said order in Council to the Governour of North 
Carolina and to Desire him to appoint Two Commissioners 
in behalf of that Province to meet sometime in the Month 
of March next—William Byrd* and Nathaniel Harrison Esqrs. 
who are hereby Nominated and Appointed Commissioners 
on the part of this Colony, and then jointly to proceed in 
running the Dividing Line between the two Governments ac- 
cording to the Proposals aforesaid. 

And it is Further ordered that John Allen Gent. and Mr. 
Mayo Surveyors be and they are hereby appointed Assistants 
to the said Commissioners for the better performing the Ser- 
vices aforesaid, and that they be paid for their Trouble and 
Expence out of His Majestys Revenue. 

His Majestys Approbation Declared in 
The King’s Council the 16th. day of June, 1727, of an 
Approbation Act passed in this Colony the last Session of 
of the Act Assembly entitled An Act for laying a Duty 
laying a duty on Liquors was read and Ordered to be En- 
on Ligqrs. tered on the Council Books. 
rec'd. Also His Majestys Approbation Declared 
in Council the same 16th. day of June 1727, 
of an Act passed the same Session entitled An Act to Confirm 
the Title of Richard Randolph to Certain Entailed Lands 
and to Settle other Lands of Greater Value and Two Negro 
Slaves to the same Uses, was this day read at the Board & 
Ordered to be entered on the Council Books. 
The Lieutenant Governour being informed 
John Vidal that John Vidal a Prisoner in the Public 
a Pirate Goal in Williamsburg has been lately convicted 
pardoned. and attainted of Piracy, and is to be Executed 
on the 6th. day of October, was pleased to 
ask the Advice of the Council whether in their opinion the 
said Vidal be a fit Object of the Kings Mercy; upon debating 
whereof, it is the opinion of the Council that in Respect of 
His Majestys Succession to the Throne, and the arrival of the 


*The happy choice of William Byrd as one of the Commissioners 
produced the delightful History of the Dividing Line. 
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Governour it is very fit to begin His Administration with an 
Act of Mercy, and therefore they do advise His Honour to 
grant unto the said John Vidal His Majestys most Gracious 
Pardon. 


At a Council held the 16th. Day of October, 1727 


Present 
The Governour 
James Blair John Carter 
Nath' Harrison Richard Fitzwilliam 
Cole Digges William Dandridge 
Peter Beverley John Custis Esqrs. 
Richard Fitzwilliam Esq. Surveyor General 
Rich’d. of His Majestys Customs this day took the 
Fitzwm. Oaths of Allegiance and Supremacy and the 
Sworne of Abjuration Oath, Subscribed the Test, and 


the Council. took the Oath of one of His Majestys Council 
of this Colony, Together with the Oath of 
Surveyor General. 


At a Council held the 17th. Day of October 1727 


Present 
The Governor 
James Blair Peter Beverley 
William Byrd John Robinson 
Nath. Harrison Rich* Fitzwilliam 
Cole Digges William Dandridge 


John Custis, Esqrs. 


John Robinson Esq. took the Oaths ap- 

John Robin- _ pointed by Act of Parliament to be taken in- 

son Esq. _ stead of the Oaths of Allegiance’ and Su- 

Sworne of premacy, The Abjuration Oath, Subscribed the 

the Council. | Test, and took the Oath as one of His Maj- 
estys Council of this Colony. 
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At a Council held October the 27th. 1727 


Present 
The Governour 
Robert Carter Peter Beverley 
James Blair John Robinson 
Nath' Harrison William Dandridge 
Cole Digges John Custis Esqrs. 
The Governour laid before the Board a pe- 
Quaker’s tition of Robert Jordan Junior* in behalf of 
Petition himself and several other People called 
Rejected. Quakers Residing in the Countys o fHenrico, 


Charles City and Nansemond complaining of 
several Fines Levied upon them for not attending at the Mus- 
ters of the Militia appointed by Law in the said Counties, 
and Praying Redress therein, It is the Opinion of this Board 
that the said Fines being imposed on them for their refusing 
Obedience to the Law, they ought therefore not to be Re- 
lieved. 

The Governour also laid before the Board 
Gov' of a Letter lately received by him from Sir Rich* 
North Caro- Everard Bart. Governour of North Carolina, 
lina concern- Dated the 3rd. instant—promising to take 
ing the Speedy Measures with the Advice of his Coun- 
boundarys. cil for the Appointment of Commissioners and 
the time and place where they shall meet the 
Commissioners appointed by this Governour for settling the 
boundaries between this Colony and the said Province pur- 
suant to the Order of His Majesty in Council, and that in 
the mean time no Patents shall be granted for any Lands lying 
within the Controverted bounds which Letter was Read. 


Present 
William Byrd 
Richard Fitzwilliam John Carter Esqrs. 
*Robert Jordan, Jr., was a member of a very prominent Quaker 


— which now has representatives almost throughout the United 
tates. 
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Whereas John Vidal lately Convicted of 
John Vidall Piracy and by the Governour Pardoned for 
Discharged. the said Offence is still detained in the Public 
Goal, and there like to Continue, as well for 
the Prison Fees as the Fees due to other Officers, It is Or- 
dered that the said Fees be paid out of His Majestys Revenues 
of 2s. p. Hog* Ct. and that the said Vidal be forthwith Dis- 
charged out of Prison. 
Ordered that the General Assembly which 
Gen' Assem- stands Prorogued to the 16th. Day of Novem- 
bly dissolved. ber next, be Disolved and that Proclamation 
Issue for Notifying the said Dissolution. 
An Account of Contingent Charges from 


Acct. of the 25th. of April 1727, to the 25th. of this 
Contingent Present Month also an Account of Work done 
Charges to the Governours House, and other Disburse- 
regulated. ments upon the same for the like time together 


with an Account of the Charges in the Ap- 

prehending Vidal and Execution of Certain Pirates were this 

Day laid before the Governour in Council by Nath' Harrison 

Esq. Deputy Auditor and being examined Divers of the Ar- 

ticles of the Said Account were allowed, and others to be 
re-examined and Regulated, by the said Auditor. 

The Officers of His Majestys Revenue on 

500 Ibs. worth their Application are Authorized and impow- 

of Rights to ered to Sign & Issue Rights to the Value of 

be issued. 500 for the use of Such as shall Require the 

Same for the taking up of His Majestys Lands. 

On the Application of the Justices of Eliz- 

New Justices abeth City County, It is Ordered that Edward 

for Eliz. City Jones,’ William Hunter, John Brodie and Wil- 

appointed, liam Westwood gentlemen be added to the 


*There was in Elizabeth City and Warwick a family of Jones, 
which for generations held prominent county offices, sheriffs, magistrates, 
etc.; but the destruction of so large a portion of the records prevents 
any connected account of them from being prepared. 

John Brodie was doubtless a member of one of the numerous Scotch 
families in and around Hampton and, indeed, in the counties and towns 
near Hampton Roads. There is in Elizabeth City a deed, dated Dec. 
24, 1762, from John Brodie and Elizabeth ais wife. 
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Commission of the Peace for the said County. 

Whereas Sundry Inhabitants and the Ma- 

Church to be jority of the Vestry of Elizabeth City Parish 
built in Eliz- have represented to the Governour that the 
abeth City Church of the said Parish is so ruinous that 
parish. it is Dangerous for them to Repair thither 
for the Performing Divine Service and that 

great Differences have arisen between the Inhabitants of the 
said Parish concerning the place where a new Church should 
be built in the said Parish and upon the occasion of the said 
. Differences an Order was made by the last House of Bur- 
gesses that the present Vestry should not proceed to the build- 


William Hunter was a merchant, and died in Elizabeth City county 
in 1739. His son, William Hunter, of Williamsburg, became owner 
and editor of the Virginia Gazette, succeeding Parks in 1750. He was 
deputy post-master-general of the Colonies. William Hunter, the elder, 
was probably a brother of Col. John Hunter, of “Little England”, 
Elizabeth City county, who in 1766, had removed to London and was 
living in South Street, parish of St. George, Hanover Square. See 
William and Mary Quarterly, VII, 13-16, 154, 155; XIV, 149 for notes 
on this Hunter family. 

William Westwood, a member of a family long resident in Elizabeth 
City. He was a member of the House of Burgesses at the sessions 
of Nov. 1738, May 1740, May 1742, Sept. 1744, Sept. 1745, July 1746, 
March 1747, Oct. 1748, April 1749, Feb. 1752, Nov. 1753, Feb. 1754, 
Aug. 1754, Oct. 1754, May 1755, Aug. 1755, Oct. 1755, March 1756, 
Sept. 1756, April 1757, and March 1758. He married Mary, who ap- 
pears to have been a daughter of Rev. James Wallace, of “Erroll”, 
Elizabeth City. His will dated May 7 and proved June 8, 1770. His 
legatees were his grandson Merritt Westwood, daughter-in-law, Eliz- 
abeth, widow of his son James, sons William and Worleich Westwood, 
grandson John Stith Westwood, daughter Mary, wife of Robert Armis- 
tead, daughter Elizabeth, wife of James Wallace, daughter Martha 
Westwood, daughter Rachel, wife of Henry King, granddaughter Sarah, 
daughter of son James. William and Mary Westwood had issue: 1. 
William, a student at William and Mary 1759, etc. He married Ann 
Stith, His will was dated Dec. 24, 1780 and proved in Elizabeth 
City July 30, 1784; legatees: sons William and Worleich, wife Ann 
and daughter; 2. Worleich, who was a member of the House of Bur- 
gesses for Elizabeth City at the sessions of Feb. 1722, March 1773, 
May 1774, and June 1775; of the Revolutionary Conventions of March, 
July and December 1775, of the Constitutional Convention of 1788 and 
of the Legislature; 3. James, married Elizabeth His will was 
dated Nov. 3, 1768 and proved in Elizabeth City Feb. 23, 1769, legatees: 
wife Elizabeth, son Merritt, daughters Sarah and Anne. The daughters 
of William and Mary (Wallace) Westwood are named in his will. 
pens — and Mary Quarterly, IX, 131, for a note on the Westwood 
amily. 
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ing of a New Church before the next Session of Assembly, 
which is complained of as a great grievance to the Petitioners 
and other Inhabitants who have petitioned the Governour for 
relief therein; The Governour this day in Council took the 
Matter of the said Petition into Consideration and upon hear- 
ing of all Parties by their Council, It is the Opinion of the 
Board that the New Church® ought to be built in the Town 
of Hampton as the most convenient place in the said Parish 
and that the Vestry be at liberty to proceed to the building 
of the same accordingly. 


At a Council held at the Capitol November the 2d. 1727 


Present 

The Governour 
Robert Carter John Robinson 
James Blair John Carter 
William Byrd Rich* Fitzwilliam 
Nath' Harrison John Grymes 
Cole Digges William Dandridge 
Peter Beverley John Custis Esqrs. 


The Governour laid before the Board a 
Mr. Leheup __ Letter from Mr. Leheup Sollicitor of the Vir- 
to be paid ginia Affairs dated the 24th. of June 1727, 
for publick together with an account of sundry fees and 
services, other Charges expended by him in the Sol- 

liciting and obtaining of His Majesty the 
Order for Settling the boundaries between this Colony and 
the Province of North Carolina, and in obtaining His Maj- 
jestys approbation of the Act for laying a Duty on Liquor 


*This new church was the present St. Johns at Hampton. There 
had been two earlier churches in the parish. In the Council Journal, 
Oct. 10, 1624 (this Magazine, XIX, 357) is an order for paying work- 
men for building a church in Elizabeth City. A patent of 1637 shows 
that this church was east of Hampton River. The foundations were 
discovered a few years ago. They resemble the oldest remains of 
a church at Jamestown—a thin brick wall based on cobblestones— 
evidently for a frame building with brick underpinning. About 1667 
another church was built on the present Pembroke farm, west of 
Hampton. Bishop Meade quotes two wills made in 1667, in one of 
which a request was made for burial in the “old church at Kicotan”, 
and the other in “the new church at Kicotan”. On June 17, 1727, 


} 
4 
— 
— 
| 
| 
| 
‘ 
iq 
| 
} 
zZ- 
‘ 
ha 
h, 
| 
nn 
th 
nn — 
| 
yas 
ers 
ill. 
—- 
; 


248 VIRGINIA HISTORICAL MAGAZINE 


amounting to £59-9-6 which Sum he desires may be reim- 
bursed to him, and likewise that he may have a suitable 
Recompense for his Extraordinary Trouble in Negociating 
the business of the Duty Act and other affairs of this Gov- 
ernment during the Administration of the late Governour; 
and the said Letter and Account being read at the Board, 
It is the Opinion of the Council and Accordingly Ordered 
that the Receiver General do pay out of His Majestys Rev- 
enues of 2s. p. Hog* etc the said sum of £59-9-6 expended 
by Mr. Leheup for the Service of this Government, together 
with Fifty Guineas as a gratuity for his extraordinary trouble 
and Care therein and that it be recommended to the next 
Assembly to reimburse that Expence to the Revenue. 

The Governour was pleased to inform the 
Differences Board that the Nottaway Indians having com- 
between the plained to him that they were threat™ by the 


Maherine Maherines upon Suspicion of their being Con- 
and Sapony _ cerned with the Cattabaws in their late attack 
Indians. on the Maherines and being assured by Col. 


Harrison who had been desired by the Presi- 
dent to examine into the Conduct of the Tributary Indians 
upon the Cattabaws arival upon our Frontiers That the Not- 
taway Indians were altogether unconcerned with the Mischiefs 
committed by the Cattabaws with whom they had not the 
least Correspondence, he had thereupon written to the Gov- 
ernour of North Carolina, in Justification of the Nottaways, 
and desired him to interpose his Authority to Divert the Ma- 
herines from prosecuting their Revenge upon a Jealousie which 
appeared to be entirely groundless. That he had received 
from S* Richt Everard the Governour of North Carolina a 
Letter Dated the 30th. of last Month Acquainting him that 
the Maherines declare that they have not anye suspicion of 
the Nottaways being Concerned in the late Attack on their 
Nation, and that they have not any Quarel with those Indians, 
but charge the Mischief done them on the old Oceaneeche 


the county court ordered Jacob Walker and John Lowry to lay off 
and value an acre and a half on Queen Street, Hampton, for a church. 
See Meade’s Old Churches and Families of Virginia, I, 229, 238, and 
L. G. Tyler’s Cradle of the Republic, 158, 160. 
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King and the Saponie Indians expecting that as they had 
Twelve persons killed and a boy carried away Prisoner, the 
like number of the Saponies shall be delivered up to them to 
be put to Death, and that the Prisoner be restored to them. 
Whereupon Col. Harrison Acquainted the 
Order Board that he had Strictly examined the con- 
thereon. duct of the Saponies in the Affair wherein 
they are now Charged, and was well Assured 
that only Three of that Nation Joyn’d the Cattabaws in their 
March to the Maherine Towne, and that their so Doing was 
contrary to the express Orders of their great Men who were 
very willing to have Delivered them up had they returned to 
the Saponie Towne, but one of them Dying at Roanoke, the 
other Two for fear of being punished fled away with the 
Cattabaws; and as to the Maherine Boy taken Prisoner the 
Chief Man of the Cattabaws had promised to Restore him 
as soon as he got back to his own Towne,—And thereupon 
this Board delivered their opinion that this account of the 
part the Saponie Indians had in the Attack made on the Ma- 
herines be Signified to the Governour of North Carolina, to 
the end he may Satisfie the Maherine Indians what endeavours 
have been used to procure them Satisfaction as well as in re- 
gard to their people killed, as to the Boy Carried away Pris- 
oner ; and that neither the Saponies nor the Acconeeche King 
had any hand in the Injury done them, nor can be Accountable 
for the same. 

The following Warrants on the Receiver General to be paid 
out of His Majestys Revenue were this Day Signed by the 
Governour in Council Viz. 

-Out of the 2s. P Hogs Port Duties and 
Warrants for. Head Money To the Governour for 44 days 
Sallerys etc Sallary from the 11th. of Sept to the 25th. 
Signed. of October inclusive £245-18- 4 


To the President for his Sallary from the 25th. of 

April to the 11th. of September 754- 1-10% 
To the Gentlemen of the Council one half years 

Sallary ending the 25th. of October 175- O- O 
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To the Judges and Officers of the Oyer & Term- 

iner held last June 100- O- O 
To the Auditor General of the Plantaions one half 

of years sallary ending the 25th. of October 50- 0- Oo 
To the Sollicitor of the Virginia Affairs for the 


like sallary 50- 
To the Attorney General for the like Sallary 20- O- O 
To the Clerk of the Council for the same time 50- 0- O 
To the Armourer for the same time 6- 0- O 
To William Prentis for Money paid the Gunners 

of the Several Batteries 20- 0 O 
To the Same for Money paid to the Ministers 

who preached before the General Court 4- 0- 0 
To the Same for Money paid for Repairs upon 

the Governour’s House 85-10- 5 
To William Prentis’ for Money paid for Ex- 

penses and Contingent Charges 70-14- O 


To the Same for Money paid for the Charges 

& Execution of Several Pirates apprehended in 

North Carolina 96- & 5% 
And out of the Revenue of Quit Rents to Mr. 

Commissionary Blair one half years Sallary 50- 0- oO 
To the Attorney General one half years additional 

Sallary 30- 0- O 


The Accounts of His Majestys Revenue of 

Accts. of the 2s. P Hog* Port Duties and head Money end- 
2s P HHd. ing the 25th. of October last being examined 
etc. passed by the Deputy Auditor was exhibited by the 
Receiver General who made Oath thereto and 

Certified by the Governour in the usual form The ballance 
whereof being £6304- 6-11%4 


William Prentis was a prominent merchant of Williamsburg and 
was for some time a partner of Hon. John Blair. He married Mary, 
daughter of John Brooke, of York county. His will was proved April 
19, 1765, legatees: sons John, Daniel, Joseph and William, daughter 
Elizabeth and daughter Sarah, wife of William Waters. The will 
of his wife Mary, names the same children. The will of William 
Prentis’ son, Col. John Prentis of Williamsburg, was proved Nov. 
20, 1775. His legatees were his brothers Joseph and Daniel, sister 
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November the 4th. 1727 


Present 

The Governour 
Robert Carter John Robinson 
James Blair John Carter 
William Byrd Rich* Fitzwilliam 
Nath' Harrison John Grymes 
Cole Digges William Dandridge & 
Peter Beverley John Custis Esqrs. 


A Petition of Joseph Smith* of the County 

Jos. Smiths of Essex Gent. complaining of Salvator Mus- 

petition agst. coe one of the Justices of the said County being 

Mosco refrd. read at the Board, It is Ordered that a Copy 

of the said Petition be given to the said Muscoe 

and that he have notice to Attend this Board to Answer the 

same at the Council to be held after the next Court of Oyer 
and Terminer. 


Waters, and cousin Robert Prentis. 

Joseph Prentis, son of William, was born Jan. 24, 1754, and died 
June 18, 1809. He was educated at William and Mary, was a member 
of the Convention of December 1775, judge of the Court of Admiralty 
1776, member of the House of Delegates from Williamsburg 1777 and 
from York county 1778-1788, Speaker of the House of Delegates 
1788, member of the Privy Council 1779, and judge of the General 
Court 1789-1809. He was the great grandfather of R. R. Prentis, 
now a judge of the Supreme Court of Appeals of Virginia. (See 
William and Mary Quarterly, VII, 125, 190). 

*The will of Col. Joseph Smith was dated March 15, 1726, and 
proved in Essex Aug. 20, 1728. His legatees were the children of 
his brother John Smith, late of Bideford [England], merchant, his 
brother Benjamin Smith of Ireland, his brother James Smith, of Rosse, 
Ireland, his (the testator’s) wife Sarah, her sons John, Benjamin and 
Edward, and his daughter Betty (to whom he gave £500 sterling and 
two negro girls). He left a large estate. 

Salvator Muscoe was a Burgess for Essex at the sessions of August 
1736, Nov. 1738 and May 1740. His will (written in his 67th year) 
was dated June 9 and proved in Essex June 1741. His legatees were 
his grandson Muscoe Garnett, daughters Mary, Frances, Tabitha, Jane 
and Sarah; and wife Mary. He states that his sister, Mrs. Jane 
Collingwood, of Great Britain, by her will, dated Sept. 28, 1730, had 
left him all her stock in the Royal Exchange Assurance Company, 


it being £400. 
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The Council taking into Consideration the 
Resolution great and extraordinary Expence which the 
for paying Governour hath been put to by a long At- 
£300 to the tendance in London after his Appointment to 


Govr. for his Office, before he could find an Opportunity 
extraordinary of his Passage to this Colony, and by being 
charges. Oblidged at last to Transport himself and his 


family in a Merchant Ship, and considering 
also the Charge he must be at in passing Two Commissions 
for his said Office, Occasioned by the Demise of His late 
Majesty, are unanimously of the Opinion and so accordingly 
Order that towards Defraying the Expenses aforementioned 
the Sum of Three hundred pounds Sterling be paid to the 
Governour by the Receiver General Out of the Ballance of 
His Majestys Revenue of 2 S. P Hog* Remaining in his hands 
and that the same be placed among the Contingent Charges 
of this Government. 


At a Council held at the Capitol the 14th. day of Dec. 1727 
Present 


William Gooch, Esq. His Majt* Lieut. Governour 
Mr. Commissionary Blair John Robinson 


William Byrd John Carter 

Mann Page Fitzwilliam 
Cole Digges John Grymes 
Peter Beverley William Dandridge 


John Custis, Esqrs. 


His Majestys Proclamation bearing Date 

Kings proc- the 5th. Day of July 1727 Declaring His Royal 
lamation con- Pleasure for Continuing the Officers in His 
tinuing Officers Majestys Plantations till His Majt pleasure 
published. shall be further Signified was read and Or- 
dered to be Published throughout this Colony. 

The Governour having laid before the Coun- 
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Commisrs. for cil a Letter from Sir Richard Everard Gov- 
settling the ernour of North Carolina dated the 6th. in- 
boundaries stant notifying his appointment of four per- 
with No. sons to be Commissioners on the part of that 
Carolina ap- = Province for Settling the boundaries between 
pointed etc. both Governments and proposing that a Con- 


and orders ference be held between the Commissionrs. 
for that on both sides before the last of January for 
service. Settling such Preliminaries as may be neces- 


sary for the better expediting the said Work. 
The Council are thereupon of Opinion that there is no Ne- 
cessity for any such previous Conference as is Desired, Since 
the Proposals approved by His Majesty and agreed to by the 
Proprietors of Carolina are so plain as to leave no room for 
dispute in the execution thereof, nor any liberty for the Com- 
missioners to depart from the Rules therein laid down; But 
if anything is necessary to be Provided on either Side toward 
enabling the Commissioners to proceed with the greater ease 
and expedition when they Meet to Settle the boundaries the 
Same may in the meantime be concerted by Letters. And 
it is Ordered that this Resolution of the Board be Communi- 
cated to the Governour of North Carolina. 

Nathaniel Harrison esq. formerly appointed one of the 
Commissioners for Settling the boundaries between this Gov- 
ernment and North Carolina being lately Dead, Richard Fitz- 
william and William Dandridge Esqrs. were this day Nomi- 
nated and Appointed to be Joyn’d in Commission with Wil- 
liam Byrd Esq. for the same purpose and ’tis Ordered that 
a Commission be Prepared Constituting and Authorizing them, 
or in case of the Death or Disability of either the Survivor 
or Survivors Commissioners on the part of this Government 
for determining and Settling the said boundaries. And it is 
further Ordered that the 5th. Day of March next be appointed 
for their Meeting the Commissioners of North Carolina at 
the Mouth of Corrituck Inlet in order to proceed from thence 
to lay out the bounds in controversy of which the Governour 
is Desired to give the Governour of North Carolina timely 
Notice. 
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Ordered that a Tent belonging to Richard Fitzwilliam Esqr. 
be purchased by the Receiver General and paid out of His 
Majts. Revenues for the use of the Commissioners appointed 
on the part of this Government for Settling the boundaries 
with North Carolina, and whereas it has been represented that 
the said Commissioners are like to be several weeks employed 
in this Service, and in passing through a Country where there 
is not any Minister or Established Worship, It is Ordered 
that Peter Fontaine Clerk be Appointed to Attend the said 
Commissioners as their Chaplain. 

The Governour Desiring the advice of the 
Assembly to —_ Board what time will be most proper for hold- 
Meet the first ing a General Assembly It is Thereupon Re- 
of February. solved that a General Assembly be called to 
Meet on Thursday the First day of Febru- 
ary next and that Writts for the Election of Burgesses be 
prepared and Issued accordingly. 
William Robertson Gent. having Since his 
Wm. Robert- Recovery from his late indisposition before the 
son takes ye | Governour taken the Several Oaths appointed 
Oath as Clerk by Law to be taken, instead of the Oaths of 
of the Council. Allegiance and Supremacy together with the 
Abjuration Oath, Subscribed the Test, this 
day took the Oath of his Office as Clerk of the Council. 
Mann Page, Esq., absent. 


Justices for On the recommendation of the Court of 
Warwick ap- Warwick County It is Ordered that Henry 
pointed. Cary,’ Anthony Armistead, Junior, John Jones 


and Henry Scasbrook Gents. be added to the 

Commission of the Peace for the said County, 
and that the said Henry Cary be placed in the rank he formerly 
held in the said Commission. 


*Henry Cary (1675?-1749) of Williamsburg and later of Warwick 
and “Ampthill” (now in Chesterfield county) succeeded his father 
Henry Cary (son of Col. Miles Cary, the emigrant) in his business 
as contracting builder. Henry Cary the younger built (probably) the 
Brafferton, and (certainly) the President’s House at William and 
Mary College, various churches and court houses, among them St. 
Pauls Church, Hanover, and St. Johns, Hampton. By his second 
marriage with Anne Edwards of Surry county, he was the father of 
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From the Cook Collection of Historical 
Photographs, Richmond, Va. 
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On hearing this day at the Board of the 
Private Pe- complaint of Joseph Smith Gent. against Sal- 
titions heard = vator Muscoe one of the Justices of the Peace 
& orders for the County of Essex, It is Ordered that 
thereon. the further examination thereof be deferred 
till the 6th. day of February next at which 
time both the said Parties together with such Witnesses as 
they think Necessary for proving their respective Allegations 
are Directed to Attend this Board, and the Sherif of the said 
County is Ordered to Summon such Persons as either party 
shall desire to give evidence in the Matter of the said Com- 
plaint. 

David Bray Gent. having by his Petition represented to this 
Board that in order to obtain a Grant for a Tract of Land in 
Spotsylvania County possessed by Daniel Hornby & Thomas 
Beal, he did in pursuance of a former Order of this Board 
send his Overseer to receive possession of the said lands, 
and was ready according to the Direction of this Board to 
have paid the money at the time appointed, but that the Ser- 
vants of the said Hornby and Beal did refuse to deliver pos- 
session, and that the said Hornby and Beal have not hitherto 
sent to receive the said Money and praying that the Patent 
for the said land may no longer be delayed, this Board having 
upon Oath Robert Taliaferro the Petitioners Overseer and it 


Archibald Cary, of “Ampthill”, one of the leading Virginia states- 
men of the Revolutionary period. See The Virginia Carys, by Fair- 
fax Harrison, privately printed 1919. 

Anthony Armistead, Jr. was son of Major William Armistead 
(Burgess for Elizabeth City in 1693), married Margaret 
and died in 1738, leaving several children. 

The emigrant of the family, Lt. Col. John Scarsbrook or Scaris- 
brook, came to Virginia about the middle of the Seventeenth Century 
and in 1657 was the husband of Mary, daughter of Capt. Nicholas 
Martian, of York county. He married a second time; but had issue 
only by his first marriage. He died in 1679 leaving (with several 
daughters) a son, Capt. John Scarsbrook, born March 27, 1676, who 
was a master of a merchant ship and married Elizabeth —————. 
He was probably father of Henry Scarsbrook, (born 1700, died April 
1773) of Warwick county. Martha, widow of Col. Henry Scarsbrook 
died 1776, aged 58. Scarisbrook of Scarisbrook was an ancient Lan- 
cashire family and in the Seventeenth Century a branch was settled 
as merchants in Liverpool. Probably the Virginia family came from 
this Liverpool line. See William and Mary Quarterly, XXIV, 200. 
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appearing thereby that he did in behalf of the Petitioner 
demand possession of the Plantations of the said Hornby 
and Beal on the roth. day of November last, and waited 
there untill the 20th. of the said Month, when by reason of his 
own indisposition, he sent another Person to make the same 
Demand, but received an answer from the Overseers of the 
said Beal and Hornby that they had no orders therein from 
their employers. It is thereupon ordered that the Petitioner 
have a Patent for the aforesaid Tract of Land he Agreeing 
that the Money formerly Ordered for the Improvements of 
the said Hornby and Beal thereon shall still be ready and 
Subject to the further Directions of this Board. 

On the Petition of William Cradock” Gent, for Stoping 
a Patent Sued out by Richard Phillips for One Hundred Acres 
of Land in King William County, It is Ordered that the 
Parties attend this Board on the 6th. day of February next 
in order to a hearing of their several Pretensions to the lands 
in controversy. 

Richard Long” having entered Caveat for Stoping a Patent 
Sued out by William Beverley Gent. for lands lying in King 
and Queen and Essex Counties and not appearing to prosecute 
the same, the said Caveat is Dismissed And it is Ordered 
that a Patent be granted for the land therein mentioned to 
the said William Beverley. 

George Woodroof™ having Petitioned for a grant of Three 
hundred and Eighty acres of land in the County of King 
William Survey’d. for Benjamin Arnold deceased in the year 
1715, which said Benjamin did Devise the said land to his 
daughter Rachel now the wife of Francis Arnold, but no 
Patent ever Sued out for the same, And it appearing to this 
Board That Anne Arnold the widow of the said Benjamin 
hath Surreptitiously obtained a Copy of the aforesaid Survey, 
and returned the same into the Secretary’s Office, with intent 
to take out a Patent thereon, It is Ordered that no Patent 


* Samuel Cradock owned 600 acres in King William in 1704. 
“No one named Long owned land in King and Queen in 1704. 


*In 1704 Benjamin Arnold owned 1000 acres in King William. 


His daughter Ann, married Joseph Temple, of King William, the 
emigrant of that family. 
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Issue to the said Anne but that as well the said Anne as the 
said Francis Arnold and the Petitioner do attend this Board 
on the 6th. day of February next to make out their Several 
pretentions to the said Lands. 

On the Application of Anne Major” widow for hearing and 
determining her pretentions to a Tract of Land in New Kent 
County lately found to escheat, and Petition’d for by John 
Meux late of the said County deceased, It is ordered that the 
said Anne Major give Notice to the Heir or Heirs at Law 
of the said Meux to attend this Board on the 6th. day of 
February next in order to a determination of her and their 
pretentions to a grant of the said land, and that the said Anne 
have leave to examine in the County such ancient witnesses as 
she shall think proper for the proof of her Title giving due. 
Notice to the heirs of the said Meux to attend at such ex- 
amination which any Justice of the Peace of the County of 
New Kent is hereby empowered and required to take upon 
Oath, and to certifie into the Council Office before the said 
6th. day of February. 

On the Petition of Henry Willis setting forth that by Patent 
dated the 5th. day of November 1673 One Thousand four 
Hundred and Sixty five Acres of land lying in the County of 
Rappahannock (now Spotsylvania) on the South side of Rap- 
pahannock River in the freshes thereof on the head of a 
Creek called Nassaponax were granted to John Bowsy. 

That the said Bowsy not cultivating the said Land accord- 
ing to the Conditions of the said Patent Augustin Smith Gent. 
Petitioned for the said Land as lapsed according to the form 
of an Act of Assembly made in the year 1705, and obtained 
an Order of the General Court dated the 25th. day of October 
1709, for a grant of the said Land according to the said Act. 

That the said Augustin ever since hath neglected to sue 
out a Patent for that land and keeps the same under the 


* Ann Major, of the text, was no doubt Ann, wife of John Major 
of Charles City and daughter of Col. Thomas Ballard. See The 
Majors and Their Marriages, by James Branch Cabell, pp. 57 et seq. 

The Meaux family settled in New Kent early in the Eighteenth 
Century. The emigrant is said to have come from Bristol. See Wil- 
liam and Mary Quarterly, XVI, 67-71. 
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said Order without paying any Quitt Rents to the King for 
the same, It is Ordered that the said Augustin Smith who 
now lives in the County of Essex be Summoned to attend this 
Board on the 6th. day of February next to Shew Cause why 
the said Orders Should not be made Void and the said Land 
granted to the Petitioner. 

Mann Page Esq. Present 

Ordered that a new Commission of the 


Justice for Peace issue for the County of Gloucester, and 
Gloucester that John Lewis“ Gent. be put in his former 
appointed. place and that John Armstead, Christopher 


Todd and Thomas Perrin be added to the 


Commission. 

On hearing this day at the Board the Petition of Richard 
Randolph Gent. for Stopping a Patent sued out by Arthur 
Moseley Junior, for Four Hundred Acres of Land on Fight- 
ing Creek in the County of Henrico It Appearing to this Board 
that Three Hundred Acres of the said Land is within the 
bounds of a Tract granted by Order of Council to Nathaniel 
Harrison Esq. and by him assigned to the Petitioner and 
by the Negligence of the Surveyor left out of the Petitioners 
Survey, It is the Opinion of the Council and accordingly Or- 
dered that the said Surveyor be as he is hereby required to 


“John Lewis (1692- Jan. 17, 1752) of “Warner Hall”, Glou- 
cester county, was appointed member of the Council in 1748. He 
married, 1st, Frances, daughter of Henry Fielding of King and Queen 
county (she died Oct. 27, 1731), 2nd, Priscilla, widow of Robert 
Carter, of “Nomini”, and daughter of Col. William Churchill. There 
was no issue by this second marriage. 

Issue (1st marriage) 1. Warner, (born Oct. 10, 1720), of “Warner 
Hall”, was educated in England. His portrait, said to be by Reynolds, 
was destroyed in the fire at “Rosewell”, in 1916. He married Eleanor, 
daughter of James Bowles, of Maryland, and widow of William Gooch, 
Jr., son of the Governor; 2. ———-,, son, baptized Sept. 15, 1723; 3. 
Col. Fielding (July 7, 1725-1781), of “Kenmore”, Fredericksburg, Va., 
was long a man of prominence. He was a Burgess for Spotsylvania 
at the sessions of March, May and October 1760, March 1761, Nov. 
1761, Jan. 1762, March 1762, Nov. 1762, March 1763, Jan. 1764, Oct. 
1764, May 1765, Nov. 1766, March 1767 and March 1768. During 
the Revolution, as joint. commissioner with Charles Dick, he rendered 
the State great service in manufacturing arms at Fredericksburg (see 
William and Mary Quarterly, XXVII, 248-257). He married rst, 
Catherine Washington, aunt of George Washington, and 2nd, Betty 
Washington, his sister; 4. Mildred, born 1726, died 1729; 5. Col. Charles 
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lay off the Three Thousand Acres mentioned in the Petitioners 
Grant so as to include the Three Hundred Acres aforemen- 
tioned out of the entry of the said Moseley, and that he com- 
pleat the said Survey to the Petitioner without any further 
charge than would have been due if the whole Three Thou- 
sand Acres had been included in his first survey, And whereas 
it appears to this Board that the said Moseley hath made divers 
Improvements on the aforementioned Three Hundred Acres 
of Land, It is ordered that the Petitioner Satisfie him for the 
same, and that the said Arthur Moseley, have leave to take 
out a Patent for the remaining One Hundred Acres contained 
in his said Entry, to which purpose the Surveyor is hereby 
required and Directed to Deliver a Survey and Platt for the 
fee he hath already received, and that he also Repay to the 
said Moseley the Money he received for the Purchase of 
Rights for the Three Hundred Acres above Mentioned, and 
in case the said Surveyor shall refuse to Comply with what 
is hereby enjoyn’d him, It is Ordered that he Attend this 
Board on the 6th. Day of February next to answer for his 
misbehaviour in his Office by which as well the Petitioner as 
the said Arthur Moseley have been put to trouble and Expence 
and Delayed in obtaining their Patents. 


Examined—Will. Robertson cls Con. 


(b. Feb. 25, 1729-30, d. about 1770) of “Cedar Creek”, Caroline Co., 
served as a Captain in Washington’s regiment in 1755, etc. A diary kept 
by him covering the period, Oct. 10, 1755-Dec. 27, 1755, has been printed 
in Genealogy of the Lewis Family, by W. T. Lewis (Louisville, 1893), 
pp. 36-41. He married Lucy, daughter of John Taliferro of “Snow 
Creek”: On p. 14 of, his book, W. T. Lewis has confused this Charles 
Lewis with his cousin, Charles Lewis, of “The Byrd”; 6. Frances. 

For genealogical accounts of this Lewis family see the William and 
Mary Quarterly, II, ITI, IX, X, X1; Genealogies of the Lewis and 
Kindred Families, by J. M. McAllister and Lura B. Tandy (Columbia, 
Mo., 1906) and the work by W. T. Lewis referred to above. 

John Armistead was probably the son of William Armistead and 
grandson of John Armistead, member of the Council. 

Christopher Todd was born April 2, 1690 and died March 24, 1743. 
His tomb is at “Toddsbury”, Gloucester county. For Todd genealogy 
see this Magazine, XIV, 425-440; XIV, 85-08, 212-222, 302-316, 431- 
445; XXVI, 89-103; and William and Mary Quarterly, III, 115, 116. 

For Perrin seq William and Mary Quarterly, III, 253; V, 253. 
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VIRGINIA GLEANINGS IN ENGLAND 


Contributed by Reginald M. Glencross, 176 Worplee Road, 
Wimbledon, London, S. W. 20, England. 


(Continued ) 


Joun Lanier, of Camerwell, co. Surrey, gent. 

Will dat. 21 Nov. 1616. To be buried in chancel of Cam- 
erwell church near my mother in law Mrs. Marke Anthony 
Galliardello. To my wife Mrs. Frances L. messuage and tene- 
ment called Suttie Campes co. Cambridge for life. To her 
household stuff for life. If she can before her death provide 
the sums of £40 a piece for my 3 sons viz. Marke Anthony, 
John & Francis, she to have all goods absolutely, otherwise, 
at her death, goods to be equally divided between my 3 s’d. 
sons. To my 2 daur’s. viz. to Lucretia £50, to my dau’r. Eliz- 
abeth £50—both being due by bond from my son Nicholas L. 
gent at their ages of 18. To sd. 2 daur’s £10 a piece more. 
To my son Nicholas 40s. for piece of plate. To my dau’r. 
Judith wife of Edward Norgate, gent. gos. for plate. For 
poor of C. afsd. 10s. To my servant Katherine Robinson 
6s. 8d. My wife Frances L. to be extrix. Overseers my 
friends Mr. Edward Wilson, vicar of Camerwell, Mr. Peter 
Danson, vicar of Cashalton & Mr. Henry Harper. Witnesses: 
Henry Harper, Roger Buford. 

Proved 21 Dec. 1616 by Frances L. releict & extrix. 
Cope. 124. 


[See wills of John Lanier (1650), and Elizabeth Lanier (1652), 
with note in this Magazine, XX VII, 340-342. The John Lanier whose 
will is given above is the man of the name noted in the third para- 


graph of the note on p. 341. 
Mr. George Cole Scott, of Richmond, whose wife is descended 
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from the Laniers, has made some investigation in regard to the English 
family and contributed the following note. It is evident, however, that 
Graves was mistaken in stating that Nicholas Lanier, born 1588, was 
son of Jerome Lanier. The baptismal register and the will here printed 
show that he was son of John Lanier. Walpole made the same error, 
Whether the family was from France or Italy may be uncertain; 
oar doubt the most distinguished Nicholas Lanier was born in 
ngland. 


“In the notes on the Lanier family published in the Virginia Magazine 
of History and Biography (Vol. XXVIII, pages 341 and 342) and in 
Tyler’s Historical Magazine (Vol. III, pages 282-287) it is briefly 
assumed and probably correctly, that all the American Laniers are 
descended from a common English ancestry, but it is further stated 
that the English Laniers were of French origin. An investigation, 
however, of such authorities as are available does not bear this out. 

The Laniers of England from the time of Queen Elizabeth through 
the reign of Charles the second were of more or less prominence at 
court as musicians and painters and their lineage should not be diffi- 
cult to trace. 

The “Dictionary of National Biography” states them to be of French 
descent emigrating from near Rouen. J. F. D. Lanier in the notes 
on his family (privately printed, second edition 1877) states his family 
were originally French Huguenots from Bordeaux. Sidney Lanier in 
appendix to the same publication states the Laniers to have originally 
been French Huguenots which is repeated in the “Encyclopedia Brit- 
tanica” in the article on Sidney Lanier. 

From an investigation, it would appear that they were not of French 
origin, but Italian. The most prominent of the family at the court of 
Charles the first was Nicholas Lanier. His portrait was painted by 
Vandyke and again by Livensz, both of which were engraved. He 
was sent abroad by the King to purchase works of art and was a 
musician of note and is easily identified. Grave’s Dictionary of Music 
and Musicians states that Nicholas Lanier was the son of Jerome 
Lanier, who emigrated with his brother Nicholas from Italy. 

“Bryan’s Dictionary of Painters and Engravers” also states that 
Nicolo or Nicholas Laniere was a native of Italy. Horace Walpole 
in his “Anecdotes of Painting in England” says Nicholas Lanier was 
born, in Italy and in his article on Vandyke gives certain distinguishing 
marks that were put on paintings and drawings of the King and the 
Earl of Arundel, and in an edition published with additions by Rev. 
James Dalaway there is a foot note by him “These marks are on the 
drawings, often accompanied by the name of the master written in a 
very fine Italian hand by Nicholas Lanier, who in the early part of 
his life was employed both by the King and Lord Arundel to pur- 
chase paintings and drawings in Italy.” 
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Now Horace Walpole was a dilettante in literature, but his “Anec- 
dotes of Painters” was compiled from the manuscripts of Virtue 
(now in the British Museum and so far as known have not been pub- 
lished) of whom he says in the preface to the “Strawberry Hill Edition.” 

“Mr. Vertue had for several years been collecting materials for 
this work: he conversed and corresponded with most of the virtuosi 
in England: he was personally acquainted with the oldest performers 
in the science: he minuted down everything he heard from them. He 
visited every collection, made catalogues of them, attended sales, copied 
every paper he could find relative to the art, searched offices, registers 
of parishes and registers of wills for births and deaths, turned over all 
our own authors, and translated those of other countries which re- 
lated to his subject. He wrote down everything he heard, saw, or 
read. His collection amounted to near forty volumes, large and small.” 

“One satisfaction the reader will have, in the integrity of Mr. Vertue; 
it exceeded his industry, which is saying much. No man living, so 
bigoted to a vocation, was ever so incapable of falsehood. He did 
not deal even in hypothesis, scarce in conjecture. He visited and re- 
visited every picture, every monument, that was an object of his re- 
searches; and being so little a slave to his own imagination, he was 
cautious of trusting to that of others. In his memorandums he always 
put a quere against whatever was told him of suspicious aspect; and 
never gave credit to it till he received the fullest satisfaction. Thus 
whatever trifles the reader finds, he will have the comfort of know- 
ing that the greatest part at least are of most genuine authority. 
Whenever I have added to the compiler’s stores, I have generally taken 
care to quote as religiously the source of my intelligence.” 

Be the Laniers originally French or Italian would not seem difficult 
to positively settle if one had access to original records in England. 
But the evidence certainly seems in favor of Italy, and until it is 
proved to the contrary it would seem safe to leave it so rather than 
trust to the bare statement in the “Dictionary of National Biography,” 
or the family tradition of their French Huguenot origin. 

Georce Cote Scort.” 


Tuomas Lanpon, of Monington Stradle co. Hereford. 

Will dat. 28 Mar. 1614. To church of Vowchurch 20s. 
To chapel of Monington apd 5s. To my brother John L. 6s. 
8d. To my sister Anne 6s. 8d. To my sister Johane 6s. 8d. 
To my sister Margaret 6s. 8d. & 2 ewes. I forgive my father 
Roger L. debts. To my sd. father & my mother use of one 
black cow in hands of John Charles. At death of survivor 
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sd. cow to such of my children as survivor shall appoint. 
To godchildren 12d. a piece. To my dau’r. Johane £60 at 20. 
To my son Thomas L. £20 at 18. To my son John L. £20 
at 18. Last £100 to be delivered to my cousin Henry Phel- 
potts gent, to give profits to my wife Anne for life. To my 
wife Anne rest of goods during widowhood, if she marry 
again, half the goods to her & the other half of my 4 children 
william, Thomas, John & Johane equally. Table board, etc. 
after my wife’s death to William L. my son & heir. Sd. 
wife Anne to be extrix. Witnesses: John Greene, Henry 
Phelpott, David ap Hughe, Hoell Watkynne, Roger Landon, 
William Seyton? Simon Williams. 

Proved 5 July 1614 by Anne relict & extrix. 

Lowe, 79. 


[Most of the information in regard to the Landons, which is in print, 
has been compiled by Mr. C. P. Keith, author of The Ancestry of 
Benjamin Harrison. Thomas Landon, of Middlesex County, Va. (who 
died in 1701) was formerly of Credenhill or Crednal, Herefordshire, 
and was son of Silvanus Landon, of St. Martins-in-the-Fields, Middle- 
sex, Eng. gent. Silvanus was probably son of John Landon, yeoman of 
the wine cellar to James I and Charles I. Mr. Keith conjectures with 
great probability that Thomas, of Cridenhill, afterwards of Virginia, 
was the kinsman Thomas of Credenhill named in the will dated Feb. 
6, 1679, of “Thomas Landon, of Monington Stradell in the parish of 
Vowchurch, county of Hereford, gent.” This last named Thomas must 
have been the son of Thomas, the testator above. 

The will (1632) of Benedict Landon, younger son of a Lancashire 
family was printed in this Magazine, XX, 179, 180. See Ancestry 
of Benjamin Harrison, 88, and this Magazine, II, 430-433.] 


SIpNor 

Sentencia pro confirmatione testamenti et codicilli Willelmi 
Sidnor defuncti. 

Auditis meretis negotii testamentarii sine approbacionis tes- 
tamenti Willelmi Sydnor . . de [blank] in Com. [blank] in 
diocese Norwici . . inter Willelmum Gwen, curatorem ad lites 
Thomae Sydnor parlem agentem ex una et Willelmum Sydnor, 
Franciscum Sydnor, Paulum Sydnor et Edmundum Sydnor 
executores testamenti antedicti W. S. partes contra quos . . 
ex altera. 
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Ideisco Nos dictum W. S. testamentum fecisse pronunci- 


amus. 


Dat. 13 June 1616. 
P. C. C. Cope, 55: 


[Thomas, William, Francis, Paul and Edmund Sydnor, were probably 
the children of William Sydnor, deceased, of the diocese of Norwich, 
whose will and codicil were in question. Francis Sydnor, whose will, 
1653, was printed in this Magazine, XXX, 44, may have been the 
Francis named above, and it is highly probable that William Sydnor, 
of the diocese of Norwich, named above, may have been the same 
person as William Sydner, Esq., of Blundeston, Suffolk, alive 1573, 
who was a son of Paul Sydnor, of Brinckley, Kent, 1542. In this 
Magazine, XX/II, 175, is the will of William Sydnor (1514) who had 
a son Paul. Francis Sydnor, (will 1653) names a kinsman Fortunatus 
Sydnor. A Fortunatus Sydnor was the emigrant to Virginia.] 
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KENNON LETTERS 
(Continued ) 


Mrs. EvizaBetH B. KENNON To RACHEL MorDECAI 


Richmond, June Ist 1810 


Notwithstanding I am convinced my beloved Rachel, that our 
affection for each other is too sincere, to make apologies neces- 
sary for any seeming remissness in keeping up a frequent com- 
munication; and that a little failure in etiquette, or the mere 
punctilio of receiving a letter for letter ; will never be regarded ; 
yet it is so long since I received your last welcome favour, that 
I think an excuse for my silence is what you have a right to 
expect; know then my dear, that I was preparing when I last 
heard from you, to emigrate from the solitary shades of Delo- 
raine to the Metropolis; and I determined to postpone scrib- 
bling, until I got to the city; flattering myself that I could 
make my scrawl more amusing, by relating the anecdotes of the 
town that it would otherwise be; but I began to be afraid you 
would think I intended to “postpone it altogether”; for nearly 
four weeks have elapsed since I entered the great world! and 
this is the first time I have addressed my amiable young friend ; 
but when I first got here after emerging from Halifax; I felt I 
imagine as Robinson Crusoe did when he returned to his own 
country, after living so long in that dismal island; I had become 
so completely rusticated, that perhaps I gaped and started at 
every thing I saw! for such a change in a few days; was enough 
to bewilder me, as much as a Kamschatskyan would be in Lon- 
don; and to make all the matter worse, I got here just as the 
races" began; which you must be sensible, added to the hurly 


“The races which so interested Mrs. Kennon were at the Fairfield 
track. The Enquirer for May 10, 1810 gives an account of the three 
days meeting as follows: 

“Fairfield Jockey Club Races 
Ist day, 4 mile heats for $400.00 
= Minge’s b. h. Sir Alfred, by Sir Harry, 6 years old, 100 Ibs. 5. 1. 1 
W. R. Johnson’s b. m. Maria, by Bay Yanky, 4 years old, 93 Ibs. 4. 2. 2 
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burly about the place; I knew not what to do with myself, I 
saw sO many running to and fro: 


“But I luckily met with a friend; 

And beg’d his assistance he’d lead ; 

So he led me about, 

Mongst the rabble and rout, 

And I thought the whole world at an end”. 


“But the finest of all gay sights” was the agility and wonder- 
ful performances of the Equestrians; never did I behold the 
like; I was so astonished that I could only now and then find 
time to say: Well bless the world, for not only the riders, but 
the horses amazed me; however I will not attempt to discribe 
their feats for I cannot do them justice I will only tell you, 
that they surprised every body as well as your poor friend from 
the back woods. Well my dear girl I have accounted for my 
silence when I first came to this residence of great folks; but 
the worst part of the story is to come, for just as I was thinking 
to impart to you as well as my pen would enable me some part of 
the pleasures I have enjoyed; my dear little Richard was taken 
Ralph Wormeley’s c. h. Tom Tuff, by Escape, 6 years old 120 Ibs. 1. 4. 3 


Wade Mosby’s s.h. Duroch, by Diomede, 4 years old, 100 lbs. 1.2. dr. 
Robert Temple’s b. h. Lamplighter, by Diomede, 5 years old, 


110 lbs. 6. 3. 6 
Genl. Chamberlayne’s b. h. Providence, by Oscar, 4 years old, 
100 lbs. 2. dr. 


Wm. Ball’s s. m. Minerva, by Diomede, 6 years old, 118 Ibs. bolted 
Miles Selden’s b. h. Mill Boy, by Bedford, 5 years old, 110 lbs. distance 
Ist heat 8m. 9s.; 2d heat 8m. 24s.; 3d heat 8m. 5s. 
2d day Proprietor’s Purse $200.00, 3 mile heats 
Ralph Wormley’s b. h. Moloch, by Diomede, 5 years old, 110 Ibs. 3. 1. 1 
W. R. Johnson’s c. h. Don Quixote, by Dion, 5 years old, 126 Ibs. 4. 2. 2 
Wade Mosby’s s. h. Duroch, by Diomede, 4 years old, 100 Ibs. 1. 2. dr. 
Genl. Chamberlayne’s g. h. —-———— by Hamilton, 4 years old, 
100 Ibs. distance 
Ist heat 6m. 1s.; 2d heat 5m. 54s.; 3d heat 5m. 59s. 
3d day Annual Sweepstakes for $500.00, 3 mile heats 
W. R. Johnson’s s. h., by Diomede, belonging to Mr. Wilks, 


5 years old, 2. 200% 
Ralph Wormley’s b. h. 4 years old by Diomede 3. 2.2 
John Hoome’s c. h. belonging to Mr. Tyler, 4 years old by 

Diomede 1. 4. dr. 
Col. Selden’s c. m., belonging to Mr. Fulton distance 


Ist heat 5m. 31s.; 2d heat 6m. 4s.; 3d heat 6m. 7s.” 
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extremely ill with a worm fever I believe; he was confined to 
his bed ten days, and is now so weak that he cannot walk across 
the room not even with assistance ; to you who know me so well 
I need not give any other reason for my want of punctuality as 
a correspondent. Ah, my dear, what short sighted animals we 
poor mortals are; how often do we plan schemes of pleasure, 
without reflecting how many unforseen events may arise to 
frustrate them; when I left the upper country, I intended only 
to stay a short time here and then proceed to Norfolk, to join 
my darling daughter and her amiable Help mate; but you see 
what a disagreeable stop has been put to my plan; for I know 
not when I shall be able to visit them, for there is another im- 
pediment in the way besides Richards sickness, and that is the 
measles ; my children have never had it, and it is in my Brothers 
family ; I shall therefore be obliged to stay here until they have 
it, for | would not by any means run the risque of carrying it 
any where with me; which I might do if I traveled with them 
before they had gone through it; well patience is a virtue and 
I will endeavour to exercise it; and never did I find the exertion 
more necessary; for the last letter 1 got from Sally, contained 
the disagreeable information that she had the ague and fever 
very bad ; she says she has only dined twice out of her own room 
in a fortnight; the Captain has been two cruises since they 
were married, the first he took her with him; but the last she 
was too unwell to accompany him; he is now at home, and she 
says she shall exert her persuasive powers, to prevail on the 
Commodore to let him stay with her until her health is better ; 
and as he is her next neighbor, visits them frequently, and must 
therefore be convinced how sick she is; she flatters herself he 
will be as indulgent as possible; I hope he will, for as he is a 
married man himself, he may perhaps have a fellow feeling 
for a brother Tar; you will not my dear girl think my sensa- 
tions enviable, when you reflect that I am detained by the ill- 
ness of one child here; and at the same time heard that another 
is so much indisposed, as to stand in need of good nursing; 
and it appears impossible for me to get to her in some weeks; 
as long as her husband remains with her I shall be contented ; 
for I know his tenderness, care and attention to her, will be 
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equal to any thing I could do; but these amphibious animals 
have no time they can call their own; and I shall be very un- 
easy if he is obliged to leave her, before I can venture to go to 
her. You kindly say in your letter, that you are anxious to hear 
whether or not I intend to reside with my daughter. Both she 
and her worthy Partner insist on my doing so; and as I, I will 
candidly confess to you, cannot be even tolerably contented away 
from her. I have consented to make their house the place of 
my abidance; this elegant expression is not my own, I learned it 
in Halifax ; Erasmus wishes me very much to continue with him, 
and says he has as much right to me as Sally has; but I con- 
sider it so much easier for a man to travel than a woman; that 
he will have it in his power to visit me much oftener than she 
could; particularly if she ever has a little family about her; I 
tell him this, but it does not satisfy him; this kind of conten- 
tion among my children for my company, is I assure you very 
pleasing to me; for George swears, I shall not live with either 
of them when he is married; for he shall take me himself. Your 
charming attentive brother has been to see me several times; 
his company always affords me pleasure, tho’ there is a pain- 
ful sensation mingled with it; for when I am conversing with 
him, how much do I think of you all; and of 

“Our evening walks our Tete a Tetes, our pleasing chat at tea; 
When on these pleasures gone I think, I’m lost in reverie; 
For now alas they are no more, ah, cruel destiny.” 

Yes my dear Rachel, those happy times are gone never to re- 
turn; for tho’ I please myself with the idea of seeing Warren- 
ton again some time or other; yet I know I should not feel as 
I formerly did; too many disagreeable things have occurred 
there to be forgotten ; and whenever I thought of them, my feel- 
ings would be hurt; but enough of this, I will not have any 
tormenting restrospects when writing to you. Give my love to 
my dear Ellen, and tell her one of her lively, agreeable, funny, 
characteristic letters; would be a treat to me in my present 
melancholy situation, confined to a sick room, with all the 


gloomy thoughts I have on such occasions; but which are now | 


increased by my dread of measles; write then my beloved girls 
as soon as this short letter reaches Warrenton; and delight me 
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with your letters; I know they both will be charming. How is 
my highly valued Moses ask him why he never sends the least 
message through you to his old friend? I heard Sally wish 
several times to know, if the stockings she sent him were to his 
taste; inform me when you write, that I may tell her when I 
see her; I told her he would not value them now she is an old 
married woman, half as much as he did when she was a belle; 
but I suppose they are worn out before this; remember me af- 
fectionately to him, and Solomon; I would send them my love, 
if I thought two beaux would care a fig for the love of such 
an old animal as I am; however you may include them with the 
rest of the family, to every individual of which you must present 
my unalterable love, from your Papa, and Mama, down to my 
little namesake; ask Augustus if Miss Sallie Kennon is a 
mighty pretty Lady now? I wonder if the dear little fellow 
remembers her. Let me again intreat you to write soon, for I 
long to hear from you; and the communication is so direct to 
and from Warrenton to this place that we shall be unpardon- 
able if we are remiss in scribbling to each other; you know the 
Poet says: 


“Heaven sure taught letters for some wretches aid; 
Some banished lover, or some captive maid ;” 


And I am sure he might have added for the satisfaction of 
friends too; for I know not how I should bear being absent 
from so many that I love, if it was not for this charming inven- 
tion; this certainly beguiles the pain of absence, and affords us 
delightful moments in abundance; for while I am reading a let- 
ter from a friend, which does not contain any bad news; I feel 
quite happy “exert your energys” then my charming young 
friend, to give me this consolation; for you ought to try to con- 
sole me, for the small prospect there is of our meeting for 
several years, as often as possible. I know your time is very 
much engaged; but you might steal a few moments every day 
or two to devote to one who loves you so sincerely; at any rate 
you can write on Sundays; and that will not be doing more 
for me than I am now doing for you, for it is after midnight 
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and every eye in the house is closed but my own; you must 
excuse all the blunders you observe, and let no eye less partial 
to me than your own see this; as you will by so doing expose 
to ridicule your sincerely affectionate friend. 

E. B. Kennon. 


Don’t laugh at my having so many quotations. 


Mrs. EvizasetH B. KENNON TO RACHEL MorDECAI 


Richmond July 9th 1819 

My dear, good, sweet, obliging Ellen: 

Astonishment, and pleasure joined together, does not prove 
fatal in these days; if they did in former times; or I am 
certain I should have been a victim to them this morning im- 
muned in a sick room, which I have scarcely left for a fort- 
night, for both my children have had the measles, I was 
standing at the window, looking about with a kind of vacant 
stare, not thinking of passing objects at all; when Sam’s wel- 
come visage caught my eye; he was escorting a young lady, 
I got only a glimpse of her face through the limbs of some 
trees which are in the yard; but I easily recognized my be- 
loved Rachiel’s features, an exclamation of, is it possible, burst 
from me, I ran down stairs as quick as my old ankles, we 
have no legs in the fashionable world, would carry me and 
had the inexpressible delight to embrace my long absent friend 
once more; she only staid about an hour, indeed her visit 
was so short, it almost appears like a dream, my seeing her 
here. I had a thousand things to say to her; and they all 
arose in my mind in a kind of helter skelter way, and re- 
minded me of what I have heard of the crowds at the doors 
of the theatre; after Mr. Garrick, or Mrs. Siddons performed ; 
where they were all striving to get out first, and by that means 
impeded each other ; this you will say is comparing great things 
with small, I agree with you that it is so; but never the less 
the simile is not bad; for as my questions could not all come 
out at once, they jostled and struggled for preeminence, and in 
the contest all remained where they were; I tried to pervail 
on her to return and stay all night; but she said it was not 
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in her power. I was thinking some days ago of your whole 
family and wondering if I should ever see any of you again 
except Sam; and with a sigh feared I never should; but this 
unexpected meeting with your sister, inspires me with hopes, 
that I shall in time be as fortunate with the rest of you; and 
be delighted in the same manner at different times with the 
sight of you all; but when will it happen? ah, my dear girl 
that is a question I am afraid we shall not answer soon. I 
thank you my Ellen for your promptitude to oblige me, when 
I requested you to write to me; assure yourself if you en- 
courage me, by answering my epistles, you shall find me a 
more punctual correspondent than those you complain of; 
as for Sam he must apologize for himself; but the poor old 
matron Madam Sinclair, has been so sick with the ague and 
fever, that she has scarcely written to me since I came down 
the country; and if it had not been for the dutiful attention 
of her lord and master to his mother; I should have heard 
very seldom from her; but as he was convinced she was not 
able to write, and knew my anxiety about her; he took that 
task on himself, and has from time to time informed me of 
her situation in his last letter he says, Sally is better. Sie 
has I assure you been extremely sick, she is very much re- 
duced. The Captain is now gone on a cruise, and she has 
exerted herself to scribble to me; for I got a letter from her 
last week; she mentioned that she had not written to you 
for some time, and requested me when I wrote to Rachel, 
to tell you the cause of her silence; and intreat you ‘to ex- 
cuse it, for she would write when she was well enough; she 
also desired her love to you all. You recollect she used to 
say, she should like to marry a Captain of a ship, because 
he would be so much from home; but her opinion is en- 
tirely altered now; she laments his being of that profession, 
as it obliges him to be so much from her; speaks of his ab- 
sence very pathetically, declares it is almost insupportable and 
says, she should be as happy as it is possible to be in this 
world, if her husband could stay with her. Oh matrimony, 
matrimony, what a great metamorphoser art thou; did you 
ever think Sally Kennon, the wild giddy, thoughtless, lively, 
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rattle-brained Sally Kennon, would have become a real, down- 
right, loving wife? but so it is I give you my word; why 
Ellen my dear; perhaps you may depreciate as much, if you 
ever meet with a he creature who gets an entire possession 
of your heart, as this sailor has of hers; how differently will 
you both think then, from what you did in the year eighteen 
hundred and six; there is one thing I will answer for; and 
that is, that you will be wiser if you are not happier than 
you were then; but I hope you will be both; for I am sure 
Mrs. Sinclair, would not give up one day of her beloved tar’s 
valued company; for a dozen rides on the cotton machine, 
twenty chats with sister, and Mrs. you know who; tho’ that 
was what you both set store by, as you always laid up a fund 
of amusement from those conversations; or an hundred walks 
to the mill, in search of natural curiosities; my dear girls 
may not laugh as much perhaps; but they will I flatter myself 
enjoy more felicity. In your letter you say you saucy girl, 
that Mrs. Kennon is a charming woman, and you love her; 
but she is not handsome; why my dear child where are your 
eyes? take my advice and never say so again; for the con- 
trary opinion is so prevalent, that your judgment would be 
arraigned in every company you went into; and you would be 
pointed at, and called the lady with the curious taste, who 
differed from every body in her notions; stay child till I get 
to Norfolk ; and then you will hear what havock I make among 
the—I was going to say old beaux; but I will not mortify 
myself so much as to imagine, I shall only conquer the ancient 
animals; no, no, no, my dear; young and old will feel the 
influence of my charms; notwithstanding you judge so erron- 
iously ; I hope when you choose a husband, you will discrim- 
inate better ; my son-in-law has promised me one of his brother 
officers; he says I must set my cap for him; for he is im- 
mensely rich; and if he is eighty years old, almost blind, and 
quite lame; what does that signify when there is so much 
money in the way? I think I shall take the charming fellow; 
if I can get him; and then I will drive to Warrenton, in an 
elegant equipage and visit you all in style; but I believe I will 
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leave the son of Neptune at home; for perhaps you will not 
think so much of the finery, if you see the source from whence 
it will be derived. But enough of this silly stuff; for 
I have only scribbled in this way to divert you my dear girl; 
and am far from feeling as cheerful, as any person would 
suppose who perused this scrawl; on the contrary I am really 
unhappy ; for I am detained here by the sickness of the children, 
which alone is sufficient to make me very uneasy, and in ad- 
dition to that, I know my beloved daughter is in a situation 
to want my care, and attention during the absence of her better 
half; but I must call hope, and patience to my aid, and en- 
deavour to bear my present difficulties with fortitude. Give 
my love to every individual of your family; tell Solomon I 
thank him heartily for thinking it worth his while to write 
those few lines to me; but like all good things there was not 
enough of them; the more the better; and most sincerely do 
I pray, that his wishes for my prosperity, may be trebled on 
his head; as for Moses, he appears to have forgotten me; 
for he never sends me the least message, to show he remembers 
there is such an old creature in existence; well, that is a 
mortification we superannuated belles must submit to from 
the youthful beaux; but notwithstanding he neglects me so 
much, he is as great a favourite as ever; your amiable Sam 
visits me sometimes; but not half as often as I wish; tell 
your Papa and Mama, I am afraid they do not want to see 
me as much as I do them; because I do not think I am as 
much worth wishing about. I had a letter from Erasmus the 
night before last; he said they were all well when he wrote; 
but he was near losing his son by an accident; he got so 
badly choked by a bone getting across his throat; that he 
is convinced a few moments would have put a period to his 
days; if, as George says, the great skill of Doctor Kennon, 
had not been successfully exerted to extract it; it was an inch 
long and as thick as my little finger. The sheet is full my 
dear Ellen; if you send me a speedy answer, | shall think 
you are pleased with the quantity and quality it contains; if 
on the contrary, you are slow in acknowledging the receipt 
of it, I shall be certain I have fatigued you, and conduct my- 
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self accordingly hereafter. Farewell my much loved girl, 
may you have many as sincere friends as 

Yours Affectionately 

E. B. Kennon. 

P. S. You sign yourself 
Ellen the scrawled; I am 
sure I should call myself 
Elizabeth the incorrect. 


Miss Ellen Mordecai, 
Warrenton, 
North Carolina. 


Honoured by 
Miss R. Mordecai. 


Mrs. B. KENNON To ELLEN Morpbecal 


Williamsburg Ocr. 15th 1810 


After a long, very long silence on both sides my dear Ellen; 
I once more take up the quil of a foolish fowl, as a goose is 
generally said to be, tho’ I cannot tell why, to put my wise 
thoughts on paper for your edification; for surely the air I 
breathe now, ought to infuse wisdom into me; near that seat 
of science William and Mary, surrounded by students ;* some 
of whom will probably hereafter be renowned philosophers, 
legislators, doctors, lawyers, and what not, repeatedly in com- 
pany with the professors and teachers at this far famed col- 
lege ; if I do not gain an increase of knowledge, of what use 
will it be for me to associate with all these people? well if 
1 do not improve I will comfort myself with thinking, I was 
so very clever before that it is impossible to make an alter- 
ation for the better; what think you of that? When I see 


* Among the students at this session were Dabney Browne and Fer- 
dinand Stuart Campbell, afterwards professors at William and Mary, 
George Croghan, afterwards Adjutant General U. S. A.; the dis- 
tinguished Francis Gilmer, and Robert G. Scott, later an eminent lawyer, 
who married Susan, daughter of Bishop James Madison. 
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the young belles and beaux here together; they bring to my 
memory two mad-caps I was acquainted with in the year 1806; 
called Ellen and Sally; and I smile when I reflect, what a de- 
lightful theatre this old metropolis would be for tl.em to act 
their parts on, if they had the same thoughts and inclinations 
they had in that memorable foolish, happy year, as I have 
heard you call it; but the last mentioned lady of the charm- 
ing pair I allude to above; has become quite a sober, domestic, 
sedate matron; for Beverley says, she stays at home, attends 
to household matters, makes babys caps, and kisses her hus- 
band when he is with her; and when he is buffeting the bil- 
lows; she sighs, looks melancholy as a cat, watches the wind, 
spies for the Nautilus, and laments the absence of her be- 
loved; did you suppose it possible, for matrimony to make 
such an alteration? does it appear from this account that 
Mrs. Sinclair and S. S. Kennon are two different people? 
would you know her in this new character? I hardly think 
I shall; it is only from what I have been told, that I give 
you this description of her; for I have not seen her for 
eight months; but when I am with her, which I now hope 
to be in a few days; I will take a good observation, not in 
a precipitate manner; and when I have formed my opinion, 
I will tell you what I think; not in a circuitous way; but 
downright as the children say. High ho, my dear Ellen, I 
write in this foolish way to try and disperse my uneasy 
thoughts, for I know sorrow is what you never set store 
by, but I find it will not do, for in defiance of pen, ink, and 
paper, disagreeable reflections will intrude; and bring to my 
minds eye my dear licensed man killer, as Docr. Lewis in 
Mecklenburg styles his fraternity, and my much loved sailor 
boy; perhaps at this moment crossing Hampton Roads in a 
mail boat; both to encounter dangers which make my heart 
ache; but I will not trouble you with my fears; for you will 
have them when you are a wife, and mother yourself; and 
it is useless to plague you with mine. It is a pity you are 
so totally unacquainted with the inhabitants of this ancient 
city; for I could amuse you very agreeably with the anecdotes 
of the place if you knew the persons; but as it is, it would 
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be dull uninteresting stuff; but there is one young lady here 
who I know you have heard of, Miss Susan Madison she 


was engaged you recollect to Ned Johnson; she appears de- 


termined to have a student from one of the southern states, 
for she is now mortgaged to a Mr. Scott from Georgia; and 
it is said they are to be married as soon as he has completed 
his education ; don’t you think he has come a great way for a 
wife? I suppose he thought it best to kill two birds with one 
stone, get a sweet girl and his learning, as your old Frank 
said, at the same time. I hear one of your Carolina girls 
has played the duce with our elegant tar as Captain Smith 
is called; I am surprised she could treat such a clever fellow 
so; for as I have heard Miss Sawyer’s conduct represented 
by a lady who was here the other day; I think it must have 
been very wrong; I imagine the son of Neptune is ready to 
exclaim in the words of the song “Sirens in every port we 
find, more fell than rocks or waves”; but he must comfort 
himself with the old saying, there are as good fish in the 
sea as ever came out of it; and as the ocean is his element, 
he may perhaps find one, who will make him amends for 
this disappointment; I sincerely wish he may for he is a 
truly amiable gentleman, as well as an honest hearted sailor. 
When I was at Petersburg, and heard of the stage from 
Warrenton coming in, and going out, I had such an inclination 
to see you all, that I could with difficulty resist the temptation ; 
and had almost determined once, to take a flying trip to the 
little village which I shall forever feel a partiality for, not- 
withstanding I was treated so ill there; and nothing prevented 
me but having William and Richard with me; and I did not 
choose either to carry them with me, or to leave them behind. 
My journey from Richmond to Petersburg, afforded me an 
oportunity of getting acquainted with your uncle Myers, and 
Miss Catherine Wiseham; with both of whom I was delighted ; 
I cannot have the feelings of a stranger toward any of your 
family; for the moment Mr. Myers got in the stage, I ob- 
served such a strong resemblance to your dear Mama, that 
I felt as if I was in the company of a friend; but as he had 
no reason to be as much pleased with me; I am afraid our 
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sentiments were not reciprocal. Give my love to your Papa, 
Mama, Brothers and Sisters ;and tell your Papa I shall es- 
teem it a particular favour, if he will by the first safe con- 
veyance send my bed, and bedstead, and little chest to Gen- 
eral Jones’s; as I want them for William Henry who is go- 
ing to school directly. There has another great “transmo- 
grafication” taken place; this has also been occasioned by 
ihe same event—matrimony ; for Maria Byrd and Mrs. Brad- 
fute,“ are as unlike; as Mrs. Sinclair and Sally Kennon; she 
has quitted her airs and graces, and become as domestic as 
you please ; and instead of decorating her own person; she and 
her sisters are busily employed, in ornamenting all the para- 
phernalia, for even the petticoats are worked, of a little stranger 
she expects shortly to present her good man with: and that you, 
and my beloved Rachel may, whenever you choose to become 
brides; meet with as amiable partners as the two ladies above 
mentioned have; is the sincere prayer of your truly 

Affecte. Friend 

E. B. Kennon. 

P. S. All here join in love to you and 
the rest of the family. Nancy says she 
is afraid Caroline has forgotten her. 


Miss Ellen Mordecai, 
Warrenton, 
North Carolina. 


Mail. 


Mrs. ArTHUR SINCLAIR TO ELLEN MorpDEcar 


Norfolk November the 5th 1810 
I have this moment my beloved Ellen, concluded a long 
letter to my poor Sailor; and as I know you have long since 
concluded from my silence that I had forgotten you; or rather 
that I had forgotten the use of my pen; I have seated my- 


“ Maria, daughter of Otway Byrd and wife of Davidson Bradfute. 
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self to devote the residue of this afternoon to you. I will 
before I begin to give you any of the occurrencies of Town, 
tell you all the reasons why, and wherefore that have thus 
long kept me silent; and to sum them all in one; I simply in- 
form you, that it has been the want of that first of all bless- 
ings, health; for I can with truth assure you; I have scarcely 
known what it is to be quite well one day; since I became 
a married woman; and it now wants a very little of ten 
months since that has been the case. I have not since I 
came to Norfolk except those that I was obliged to write to; 
my husband and Mother; I give you my word written but 
three letters. My health is now I thank God much better than 
it has been but my back, which received a violent hurt when 
I was a child, and which I doubt not you have frequently 
heard me speak of, almost makes a complete cripple of me; 
so much so, that the position I am obliged to set in 
while writing, is extremely painful, but the same reasons 
do not exist my dear girl to prevent your writing; and I did 
hope, you would not have stood on ceremony with an old 
friend; particularly as you know my situation; and that it 
was not inclination but necessity that withheld my pen; for 
I take infinitely too much pleasure in writing to and receiving 
- letters from you, to relinquish it for a trifle. I will how- 
ever quit the subject with a hope that should any unforeseen 
event, prevent my writing to you for the next two or three 
months; that you will not again treat me as a stranger but 
will write as often as you can; and I give you my word, I 
will pay you with interest, as soon as it is again in my 
power to scribble. I will not easily give up the pleasure I 
have for a long time been promising myself of a visit from 
you, and Rachel this winter; you certainly can come during 
your vacation; if it is only for a few weeks, or a month; you 
cannot have an idea how much pleasure such an event would 
give me; or you would exert all your powers to put the 
plan in execution; you can get from Warrenton to this place 
in two days or three at farthest; and the inconvenience of 
being that length of time in the stage, will I hope be more 
than counterbalanced; by the pleasure we should all derive 
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from a reunion which I fear will never take place unless you 
will adopt this plan; for I have no hope as long as my Good 
man is in the line of life he at present is, of ever again 
visiting the upper country; he is never at home long enough 
to accompany me; and I could not you know go without him; 
for I have not now as formerly a brother always at my 
command or a beau now and then to offer his services. Now 
you see this is still the case with you and my dear Rachel; 
for you have three brothers all or either of whom I know 
will come with you with pleasure; at least when they know 
by doing so, they will so essentially oblige an old friend. Mama 
is with me; Captain Sinclair will also be in at that time and 
we shall spend our time most delightfully; he is out now; 
but will be in for the winter in about three weeks; indeed 
it is now time for them to let him stay at home a little while; 
for since last May he has not I am confident spent three 
weeks at a time at home; if he has been with me three, it 
is as the negroes say the outside. I almost wish the Nautilus 
did not sail as fast as she does; for it is on that account I 
am told; that they keep him out so constantly; if ever you are 
placed in a similar situation, you will find it not the most 
pleasant of all things in this life; to be one half of the time 
that is allotted you, separated from your husband; that is 
if you love him; now if on the contrary you do not care 
“no sight” for him, as Miss Patty would say; it would be 
vastly pleasant to be your own mistress ten months, out of 
the twelve; but if on the contrary like me, you loved him 
most ardently, and were still separated no situation on earth 
can be more distressing. He is now cruising off the coast of 
North Carolina; which is I am told by tars the most dangerous 
on our coast. He has just returned from that place and was 
very near being lost, God knows what can induce the Depart- 
ment to send him there again, so soon after his being so 
nearly lost; they have their reasons I suppose; and I must 
submit with perfect resignation. I have not heard from him 
but once, since he left me; and that was the night he went 
away; he was obliged to come to an anchor about twelve or 
eighteen miles from this place for the want of a wind to 
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carry him to sea; and wrote to me only to say he was well 
and that far on his way out. You must positively come my 
dear girls and let me introduce you to him, you will not see 
a handsome one; but as sweet a fellow as ever you saw in all 
the days of your life. I will also promise to let you see as 
many smart Navy Officers as you can possibly wish for; 
Norfolk abounds with them. My paper is quite full, I must 
therefore bid you adieu, after begging you will present my 
love to every member of your family and telling the boys 
they must bring you and my dear Rachel to see me, if they 
value the regard of theirs and your truly affectionate friend 


S. S. Sinclair. 
To Miss Ellen Mordecai, Warrenton, N. C. Mail. 


I had given the Emigrant to Sally Brown before you wrote 
to me for it or you should certainly have had it. 


(To be continued) 
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(Continued ) 


GLOUCESTER RENT ROLL 


A Rent Roll in Petso [Petsworth] Parish. 


Capt. David Alexander 


James Amis 
Wm. Armistead 
John Acre 
Ralph Baker 


Martha Brooken [Brooking ?] 


Thomas Buckner 
Sam'' Bernard 


Wm. Barnard [Bernard] 


Bailey 
Mary Booker 
Thomas Cook 
Wm. Crymes 
Jno. Cobson 
Robt. Carter 
Wm. Collone 
Hannah Camell 
Benja. Clements 
Jno. Clarke 
Wm. Cook 
Jno. Coleman 
Jno. Day 
Jerim Darnell 
Jn° Darnell 
James Dudley 


ACRES 
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250 
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Richt Dudley 
Thomas Dudley 
Thomas Dixon 
Jn° Drument 
Sam" Fowler 
Wm. Fleming 
Wid? Forginson 
Wm. Fockner 
Jn° Grymes 
Susannah Grinley 
Darcas Green 

Jn° Grout 

Jn° Harper 

Wm. Howard 
Richt Hubard 
Wm. Hansford 
Jn° Hanes 
Alexander How 
Rich Hill 

Robt Hall 

Rich* Hull 

Sam" Hawes 
Stephen Johnson 
Wm Jones for Northington 
Glebe Land 

Jn° Kingson 

Cap. Edward Lewis 
Richt Lee Esq’ 
Niche Lewis orphen 
Wm. Milner 
Rich* Miner 
Edw* Musgrove 


Hayes an Orphan 
Eliz’ Mastin 
Jn° Mackwilliams 


ACRES 
400 
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. Robt. Nettles 
Wm. Norman 
Isaac Oliver 
Dorothy Oliver 

Jne Pritchett 

Jn° Pate 

Rich* Price 

Mad™ Porteus 

Mad" Page 

Robt. Porteus 

Guy Parish 

Wm. Roane 

James Reynolds 

George Robinson 

John Royston 

Thomas Read 

Wm. Richards in Pamunkey 
Jn° Shackelford 

Edward Symons 

Niche Smith 

John Stubs 

Thomas Simpson 

John Smith 

Augustin Smith 

Augustin Smith, Jun" 

Wm. Stanbridge 

Wm. Thornton Sen 

Wm. Thornton Jun 

Wm. Thurston 

Wm. Upshaw 

Francis Wisdom 

Thomas West 

Thomas Whiting 

George Williams 

Conquest Wyatt 

Seth Wickins 
Walter Waters 


ACRES 
300 
150 
100 
130 
850 

1100 
600 
500 
550 
892 
100 
500 
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ACRES 
Jane Wortham 60 
Robt. Yard 450 
Robt. Hall 250 
Wm. Whittmore Desarted 150 
Wm. Parsons Orphan 100 
Edw* Stephens 70 
John Kelly Orphan 150 
19768 
21364 
41132 


Tho Neale 


GLOUCESTER RENT ROLL 


A Rent Roll in Kingston Parish. 


Rose Curtis 400 
Robt. Peyton 680 
Rich* Perrott 35 
Henry Preston 1500 
Sarah Green 200 
Robt. Cully 200 
Thomas Hayes 140 
Andrew Bell 128 
Humphrey Toy 1100 
Anne Aldred 350 
Dunkin Bahannah [Bohannon ?] 113% 
Richt Hunley 50 
Capt. Gayle 164 
Math Gayle, Jun 250 
James Hundley 100 
John Hundley 130 
Philip Hundley 660 


Tho Cray 200 
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Hen. Knight 
John Williams 
Richt Beard 
Timothy Hundley 
Thomas Bedford 
Jn° Floyd 

John Bohannah 
Capt. Armistead 
Christopher Dixon 
Robt. Bristow Esq" 
Edw* Gowing 
Tho. Ryland 

John Nevill 
Lawrence Parrott 
Wm. Brooks 
Joseph Bohannah 
Wm. Hampton 
Widde Green 
Capt. Dudley 
Capt. Knowles 
Capt. Tho: Todd 
Wm. Beard 

Wm. Tompkins 
Henry Bolton 
Wm. Eliott 
Humphrey Tompkins 
Daniel Hunter 
Thomas Peyton 
Richt Dudley 
James Ransom jun" 
Tho Peters 

Robt. Elliott 
Mich: Parriott 
Jn° Meachen Jun 
Caleb Linsey 
Alexander Ofield 
Mark Thomas 


ACRES 
240 
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ACRES 
Jn° Garnet 250 
Wm. Plumer 510 
Wm. Brumley 750 
Wm. Credle 50 
Charles Jones 225 
Robt. Sadler 50 
Sadier 20 
Geo. Roberts 170 

24256 
Richt Longest 600 
Tho Fliping 300 
Charles Watters 100 
Wm. Gundry 200 
Thomas Kemp 200 
Tho Allaman 842 
Coll Kemp 200 
Ralph Shipley 430 
George Turner 50 
Coll James Ransom 1400 
Thomas Putman 300 
Richt Marchant 180 
Widde Sinoh 300 
Christopher Rispus 200 
Benj. Read 550 
Walter Keble 550 
Joseph Brooks 500 
Capt. Gevin 1100 
Lindseys Land 390 
Thomas Garwood 77 
John Callis 1000 
Tho Miggs 100 
Richt Glascock 500 
jne Lylley 584 
Geo. Billups 1200 
Robt. Singleton 650 
James Foster 225 


ae 


VIRGINIA QUIT RENT ROLLS, 1704 

ACRES 
John Andrews 50 
Thomas Rice 34 
John Martin 200 
Capt. Smith 550 
Capt. Sterling 1100 
John Diggs 1200 
Wm. Howlett 300 
Jn° Miller 100 
Andrew Ripley 40 
Francis Jarvis 400 
Wm. Armistead 300 
John Banister 650 
Tho: Plumer 400 
Isaac Plumer 200 
James Taylor 50 
Edw* Borum 360 
Widd» Davis 300 
Sam: Singleton 300 
Wm. Morgan, Sen‘ 50 
Wm. Morgan, jun" 200 
John Bacon 825 
Henry Singleton 600 
John Edwards 534 
Patrick Berry 250 
Anne Forrest 500 

22281 

24256 

49537 


Ambrose Dudley 
1705 


(To be continued) 


287 


| 
— 
: 
SS 
& 


288 VIRGINIA HISTORICAL MAGAZINE 


NOTES AND QUERIES 


WILL OF PHILIP LUDWELL, 1767 
Legard 183. 


Philip Ludwell, late of the Colony of Virginia but now of the City 
of Westminster, esquire 

Will dat. 28 Feb. 1767. All my estate real & personal in the Colony 
of Virginia (not hereby otherwise disposed of) to Hon. Richard Cor- 
bin, esq., H. M. Receiver Gen. of Virginia, Robert Carter Nicholas, 
esq., Treasurer of Virginia, John Wayles & Benjamin Waller, esq., 
attorneys at law in Virginia, in fee, in trust for my daurs. Hannah 
Philippa L., Frances L. & Lucy L. in fee, to be divided as follows, 
the Green Spring part whereby I mean that part of my land that lies 
in James City County on the Western side of Powhatan Swamp (with 
slaves, stocks, etc.) including Powhatan Mill & the Miller; the Rich 
Neck part whereby I mean all on Eastern side of the Powhatan Swamp 
& at Archers Hope & in Williamsburg; the Chipokes part whereby I 
mean all lands in the county of Surry; these to be made as equal 
as possible by adding part of one division to another and then Green 
Spring part to be conveyed to H. P. my Rich Neck part (with Rich 
Neck plantation therein) to F. at 21 or marr’d and the third part in- 
cluding Chipokes & my Surry lands to L. at 21 or marr’d—all in fee 
with Survivors’ clause. All household furniture, books, etc., in Vir- 
ginia to be sold except one large mahogany “escruitore,” etc. Whereas 
I stand engaged by promises to give freedom to 2 of my slaves, named 
Jane & Sarah, daurs. of Cress, for her faithful & unwearied care in 
nursing my dear little orphans from the death of their mother & finally 
sacrificing her life in their service, Now I empower my daur. H. P. L. 
on my death & desire her to have them brought over to England & 
manumitted, to sd. daur. £100 for this. My sd. daur. H. P. L. im- 
mediately & my daurs. F. & L. at 21 to be universal extrices. & my 
friends the sd. R. Corbin, R. C. Nicholas, J. Wayles & B. Waller to 
be exors. jointly with them in Virginia, Peter Paradise, esq., John 
Paradise, esq. of City of Westminster & William Dampier, esq., Master 
Apothecary of S. George’s Hospital to be exors. jointly with my daurs. 
in England & to be guardians to my 2 daurs. F. & L. till 21 or marriage 
but if either shd. go over to Virginia my trustees in Virginia to have 
powers of guardians, A handsome ring to each of my trustees, to my 
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friend Charles Carol, jun. of Maryland, esq., books in Virginia he may 
choose. Witns. Jos® Sharpe of Lincolnston, [Lincoln’s Inn?] Sam! 
Lund of the Strand, Thomas Trafford, of Cecil Street. 

Cod. dat. 2 Mar. 1767. Estate up to time of division to be carried 
on as if I were alive & tobacco to be shipped as usual to my dear & 
faithful friends, Messrs. Cary, Moorey & Welch, merchants in London 
& by them to be accounted for to Messrs. Paradise & Dampier 2 of my 
exors. in England. Wéitns. Josa. Sharpe, Tho. Trafford, John Brown. 
(sic) Proved 6 May, 1767 by Philippa L., Spinster daur. & one 
of the universal extrices. Power reserved to Frances L. & Lucy L., 
spinsters, daurs. also & the other universal extrices when of age. Power 
reserved also to Richard Corbin, esq., Robert Carter Nicholas, John 
Wayles & Benjamin Waller, exors. in Virginia & also to Peter Para- 
dise, esq., John Paradise, esq., & William Dampier, esq., the exors. in 
England. 

Special Probate P. A. B. 

Thomas, etc., Archbp. . . . . It hath been alleged . . . . by Hannah 
Philippa Ludwell, spn., that Philip Ludwell late of prsh. of St. Martin 
in the Fields Middx., esq., some time since died, having made his Will 
& a codicil having appted. various exors. (recited as in above extract 
will appear). Now on 6 May, 1767 the sd. will was proved by sd. 
Hannah Philippa L., spr. daur. & one of the universal extrices. Power 
reserved (as in extraited probate) given at the time & place afsd. 

[This was Philip Ludwell, of “Greenspring”, third of the name. He 
was born Dec. 28-29, 1716; died in England March 25, 1767 and was 
buried at Bow Church. With him the male line of the Va. Ludwells 
ended. See Lee of Virginia, p. 129.] 


READE OF GLOUCESTER 


George Reade of Gloucester, who came to Virginia in Harvey's 
second administration, married Elizabeth, daughter of Nicholas Mar- 
tian, and died in 1671, a member of the Council under Berkeley, must 
always be of interest in the Virginia tradition because he was one of 
the ancestors of George Washington and Robert E. Lee. The meagre 
vestiges of his family which survive the destruction of the Gloucester 
records are collected in Va. Mag., iv, 204; vi, 408; W. & M. Quar., 

In the family of Tompkins of King William there is a Bible which 
throws a pale ray of new light on some of these Reades. It contains 
genealogical entries transcribed by Elizabeth Mildred Gwyn Tompkins 
(1788-1856), wife of William Temple Fleet, of “Fleet Street” from 
a similar, but older, record, since destroyed by fire, in the possession 
of her nephew, Richard Tompkins of “Enfield.” Mrs. Fleet was a 
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granddaughter of Christopher Tompkins (1705-1778) and of Joyce 
(1701-1771), daughter of the Thomas Reade of Gloucester who was 
son of George, and himself married (Hening, viii, 483) Lucy, daughter 
of Edmund Gwyn of Gwyn’s Island. By tradition the Thomas Reade 
last mentioned left eleven children. The two sons, Thomas and John 
are authenticated. Of the daughters, the five following have been 
taken as proven by the genealogists, viz: Lucy (1701-1731), m. 
John Dixon of Bristol (M. I. in W. & M. Quar., iii, 29). Joyce 
(1701/2-1771), m. Christopher Tompkins of Caroline (Va. Mag., 
xix, 196). Mildred, m. Philip Rootes of “Rosewall” in King & Queen, 
Va. Mag., iv, 204). Mary, m. Mordecai Throckmorton (W. & M. 
Quar., iii, 50; xiv, 117). Anne, m. Matthew Pate of Gloucester 
(W. & M. Quar., xiv, 117). 

With this list may now be compared the Tompkins record of the 

daughters of Thomas Reade, viz: 
Joyce Reade married Tompkins 
Lucy Reade married Rootes 
Dorothy Reade married Throgmorton 
Sarah Reade married Cary 
Mary Reade married Duval [intended for Dixon?] 
Mildred and Catherine. 

The confusion in this list as compared with the proofs of the other 
families into which the daughters married shows that the Tompkins 
Bible entry was made in a generation later than that recorded, but its 
value as testimony lies in its substantial accuracy and the addition of 


the three daughters (Sarah, Dorothy and Catherine), who bring the . 


total number of children up to the traditional eleven. 

To the Cary family this record of a wide spread connection has a 
special significance as it may be a clew to the provenance of Sarah 
(1710?-1783), wife of Wilson Cary (1702-1772) of Ceelys. The long 
and patient, but fruitless, search by the late Wilson Miles Cary of 
Baltimore for the family name of this Sarah is rehearsed in Va. Mag., 
ix, 107, and The Virginia Carys, p. 105. 

What gives colour to this clew is that the marriage of one of the 
Reades (who on the present hypothesis would have been a sister of 
Wilson Cary’s wife) to Matthew Pate might explain the possession 
of Pate books and Gloucester lands by the son of Wilson Cary. 

F. H. 


PAGE. 


The account given in the Genealogy of the Page Family in Vir- 
ginia of the second Mann Page, viz., the eldest son of Mann Page and 
Judith Carter, is capable of some additions. He is referred to as 
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“of Rosewell”, and it is assumed that he died there, though no tomb- 
stone has been found. As a matter of fact, he had before his de- 
cease removed from Rosewell to Mannsfield in Spotsylvania county, 
and in his will, dated 1780, calls himself “of Mannsfield”. The pre- 
sumption would be that he was buried at Mannsfield. 

The list of his children as given in the Genealogy (pp. 68-69, second 
edition, 1893) is incomplete. It lacks the names of two sons, George 
and Warren, both of whom were of age in 1780, and to the latter 
of whom his father left an estate in the Northern Neck called Bull 
Run, and also lands in Spotsylvania. 

The date given for the birth of the son Gwynn Page is somewhat 
in error, as he was under age in 1780. Also, the conjectural date of 
the marriage of Lucy Burwell Page to Col. Baylor (“1784”") is in- 
correct, as they were already married before the date of her father’s 
will. 

These matters have probably already had the attention of those 
immediately concerned. But as the corrections have not, to my knowl- 
edge, appeared in print, they are now submitted. 

Benjy. L. ANCELL. 


DAY ARMS. 


The following is a copy of a memorandum made by John Day, of 
Isle of Wight County, for his son, Davis Day: 
“Day Arms 
Sic itur ad astra 
Two hands clasping each other coupled at wrist, conjoined to a 
pair of wings. 
John Day 
to his son 
Davis Day” 
1776 


HOOKE. 


Wanted, to hear from all persons interested in the Hooke (Hook, 
Hooks, Hookes and Hok, or other spellings of this name) family 
history, especially William, Robert, George, Elisha and Elijah Hooke. 

Mrs. Auprey K. Spence, 
Wytheville, Va. 
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GENEALOGY 


CLEMENT, CLEMENTS, CLEMANS. 
With a Notice of Mark Twain’s Ancestry 


By Mrs. N. E. CLement, Chatham, Va. 


In the Genealogy Magazine edited by Wm. M. Clemens, of Pompton 
Lake, New Jersey, there appears an article beginning in Vol. X, No. 
9, called the “Genesis of Mark Twain”, in which the editor treats of 
the Virginia ancestry of the distinguished American humorist and 
author. 

So renowned a name as that of Samuel L. Clemens would be an 
honorable addition to any family history and would find an assured 
welcome wherever it rightly belonged. — 

The editor of Genealogy, in his article, has made Mr. Clemens a 
member of the Virginia families of Clement and Clements, confusing 
the two families, and making so many mis-statements that in justice 
to them the following corrections are offered. 

Genealogy states that the founder of the family of Samuel L. Clemens 
was Mrs. Elizabeth Clements who came to Virginia in 1611, bringing 
with her her four small children, and two servants, a woman of gentle 
birthand breeding, the niece of Sir Nicholas Fuller and Lady Elizabeth 
Layghton. In early Virginia records her name is spelled both Clement 
and Clements, but Mr. Wm. M. Clemens spells it Clemens. The only 
way to ascertain the correct mode of spelling these early surnames 
is by reference to signatures on original manuscripts such as deeds and 
wills. 

Genealogy further states: “the daughter and three sons of this 
first gentlewoman grew to their full stature in the wilds of the new 
world, degenerating slowly one generation after another as they pene- 
trated further and further into the wilderness, into tribes of low, 
ignorant, and poverty stricken mountaineers, only after several gene- 
rations to rise again thro’ the female influence of their families into 
a race that finally found once more the high water mark of intelligence 
in the mind and work of Mark Twain.” 

Complete genealogies of the Clement and Clements families of Vir- 
ginia have never been compiled owing to the destruction of the court 
records of the eastern counties, but wherever mention is made of them 
we find their members occupying positions of honor and trust among 
their fellow men. 
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The Editor of Genealogy says: 

“The son Jeremiah (son of Mrs. Elizabeth) the ancestor of Mark 
Twain, married Edy —-————— in James City in 1634.” 

The records of James City County have been destroyed, but in the 
Land Office in Richmond, in Patent Book 3, page 274, dated 1636, 
Jeremiah Clements is granted 500 acres eastward of land formally in 
his possession, on the north side of James River for the transportation 
of nine persons, one of whom is given as Edy, wife of Jeremiah Cle- 
ments. 

Quoting Genealogy: 

“Jeremiah’s son, Francis, born in Surry County, was the father 
of a second Francis who married Elizabeth Meriweather and died in 
1721.” 

In Land Patent Book, Vol. 2, page 306, we find granted unto “Jere- 
miah Clements, son and heir of Mrs. Elizabeth Clements, deceased, 
350 acres on the east side of Upper Chippooks Creek, August 26, 1633.” 

Upper Chippooks Creek lies in what became Surry County in 1652, 
and with the destruction of James City rceord we turn to Surry County. 

Jeremie Clement represented James City County in the House of 
Burgesses in 1641. He probably died before Surry was made a county. 

In Surry Deed, March 17, 1657, Captain Henry Perry, who had 
married the “heretrix” of Jeremiah Clements of Upper Chippoecks 
Creek conveys 350 acres to Edward Oliver. 

Again, Captain Bartholomew Clements of Surry County, in his will 
dated 1713, bequeathes “my dividend of land on Upper Chippoecks” 
to friend Wm. Rooking, to whom he leaves his estate. 

In Quit Rent Rolls for Surry County, 1704, Bartho. Clements pays 
tax on 1150 acres of land. 

“Bartho. Clements one tract of land he now living in England 
the quantity unknown.” Va: Mag. Hist. and Biog., Vol. 29, page 28. 

Francis Clements of Surry County was not a son of Jeremiah 
Clements. In book 7, page 703, Land Patents Records, Rich., there 
is granted to Francis Clements, year 1689, 450 acres of land, due for 
the transportation of nine persons into the colony, and the list is 
headed with his own name, showing him to be an emigrant. 

He represented Surry County in the House of Burgesses in 1692, 
(Journal House Burgesses). He served as clerk of the General As- 
sembly 1699. (Journal H. B.) 

He was clerk of Surry County from Oct. 1697 to July 1708. (Surry 
Records) and his signature as Clerk to Court proceedings reads “Fra. 
Clements.” 

Francis Clements married 1st Elizabeth Meriweather, sister of Wm. 
and Major Nicholas Meriweather. (Surry Records, Deed Book 4, 
page 46.) 2nd, Lydia —————, probably Blighton, for at Surry Court 
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held August 11, 1711, Francis Clements and wife Lydia administer the 
estate of George Blighton. 

Prior to 1715 Francis Clements, Senior, moved over into Isle of 
Wight County, for in that year he deeds, “for love and affection, 516 
acres to son Francis Clements, Junior,” and states “I, Fra. Clements, 
of Isle of Wight, appoint loving friend Nicholas Mogget of Surry 
to be my true and lawful attorney to acknowledge the deed,” etc. 

The will of Francis Clements, Sr. is recorded in Isle of Wight, 
1719, in Vol. 2, page 632, of Wills and Deeds. He bequeathes to sot. 
Francis Clements “my plantation commonly called, The Springs, where- 
of the said Francis now dwells, containing 516 acres. My silver tank- 
ard——————( obliterated). 

To son Thomas, 450 acres, a gun called Harrison, etc. 

To son Benjamin, my plantation on north side Nottaway River and 
450 acres adjoining.” 

Daughters—Mary and Elizabeth— 

Wife, Lydia, sole executor. 

“To friend Capt. Nathaniel Ridley my silver sword, and to his wife, 
Elizabeth, a mourning ring.” 

Slaves, Sam and Nannie, he sets free” as a reward for faithful ser- 
vice,” giving each 50 acres and a cow. 

Francis Clements, Jr., of Surry, died in 1721. (In his will which 
is recorded in Surry he mentions neither a wife nor children.) He 
states that he is the son of Francis Clements, deceased, and names 
brothers, Thomas and Benjamin. He leaves his plantation called Indian 
Springs for a glebe for Southwork Parish. (An ancient house stand- 
ing on the highway between Surry C. H. and Petersburg is today 
called the Glebe. Is it the original Indian Springs Plantation?) 

The editor of Genealogy says: “Francis who died in 1721 named 
a son Benjamin in his will. Benjamin, who was one of the founders 
of Lynchburg, married Susanna Hill in 1736.” 

We have seen that Francis Clements, who died in 1721, named in 
his will, not a son but a brother Benjamin. 

Benjamin Clement who married Susanna Hill was the son of Wil- 
liam Clement of King William and Amelia Counties. 

In Book 17, page 164, Land Patent Books, Richmond, William Cle- 
ment of King William County is granted 1227 acres in Amelia County, 
on Appomattox River and Bent Run, in year 1736. The father of 
William Clement of King William is not known, owing to the de- 
struction of the records in that part of the state, but it is significant 
that Benjamin Clement of Gloucester County owned 600 acres in 
King William County as given in the Quit Rent Rolls for 1704. (Va. 
Mag. Hist., Vol. 30, p. 75). 

This Benjamin Clement of Gloucester is mentioned in the will of 
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Edward Creffield of London, in 1694, when he bequeathes “the rest 
of my estate both real and personal in Virginia unto my loving friend 
Mr. Benjamin Clement of Ware in ye County of Gloucester, in Vir- 
ginia.” Va. Mag. Hist., Vol. 19, p. 200. (The Gloucester records 
destroyed in 1865). 

William Clement served as one of the presiding justices of the Court 
of Amelia from 1741 to 1755, when he was appointed Sheriff of the 
County. (Amelia County Records.) 

He died in 1760, and in his will, probated in February of that year 
(to which his signature reads William Clement) he named sons, Ben- 
jamin Clement, John Clement, William Clement, Francis Clement and 
daughters Elizabeth, Anne and Barsheba,—to each of whom he leaves 
two slaves. At death of wife, Anne Clement, estate to be equally 
divided among his seven children. (Amelia County Records.) 

Benjamin Clement, son of William Clement of King William and 
Amelia, married Susanna, and it is family tradition that she was 
Susanna Hill, probably a daughter of Captain Isaac Hill of King and 
Queen County. They were married about 1725, for their son Isaac 
was born in 1727, according to the Register of his family Bible. 

Benjamin Clement began patenting lands on Staunton River as early 
as 1741. (Land Office Book, 19.) 

Benjamin and Susanna Clement of Amelia sold their plantation seat 
in 1748, (Amelia Deeds) at which date they probably moved to Staunton 
River. 

When Halifax was made a county in 1752 Benjamin Clement, Gent. 
was one of the Justices of the Peace appointed for the new county, 
and was appointed Captain of a company of rangers for Halifax in 
1755. (Halifax Records.) 

In the Virginia Gasette, Aug. 5, 1775, there is the statement that 
Mr. Benjamin Clement was the first in the colony to manufacture 
gunpowder, and that he and his neighbor, Mr. Charles Lynch, have a 
mill that turns out 50 lbs. a day. They call upon those who have the 
good of their country at heart to make salt petre, “for without it we 
can have no powder, consequently no means of defense, but with it 
we shall soon have both.” 

Quoting from Genealogy: 

“Benjamin’s will filed in the records of Campbell County.” 

Benjamin Clement’s will is filed in Pittsylvania County in 1780, 
(Book 11, page 115, and his signature reads Benj. Clement. His per- 
sonal estate was valued at £27,664.4.8 (Acct. Cur. Book, 1, page 86), 
and sons Adam and Isaac were named executors. 

Isaac Clement commanded a company of Pittsylvania Militia in the 
Revolutionary War, (Va. Mag. Hist., Vol. 20, page 205), and was 
a member of the Pittsylvania County Committee of Safety, (William 
and Mary Quarterly, Vol. 5, p. 247). 
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Adam Clement commanded a company of Bedford Militia (Aud. 
Acct. X, 74), Dec. 24, 1787. 

Warrant to Capt. Adam Clement and others of Bedford Militia as 
per pay roll in number 76. £483,832. 

In the year 1798 Capt. Isaac Clement moved to Pendleton District, 
S. C., and at same time deeded, for love and affection 692 acres in 
Pittsylvania to sons, Isaac, Stephen, and Hugh. (Book 11, page 317). 
Again in 1809 he deeded 636 acres to son Stephen. (Book 17, p. 478, 
Pittsylvania Deeds). 

Quoting from Genealogy: 

“Adam, the second son of Benjamin and great grandfather of Mark 
Twain, was a small farmer in Bedford County, where he married 
Agnes Johnson in 1765.” 

In the year 1809 Adam and Agnes Clement made a deed of gift 
of 1005 acres in Pittsylvania to sons, George and Alexander ( Pittsyl- 
vania Deeds, Book 17, p. 401), and in will made 1811, he gives 320 
acres in Tennessee to son Adam (Campbell County Records). The 
tax returns of year 1810 show that Adam Clement paid taxes in Camp- 
bel! County on 1119 acres, tax $10.62. 

3 whites, 12 blacks over 16, 1 black over 12, 10 houses, 1 four wheeled 
carriage... tax $11.92 

In his will he disposed of 37 slaves to his several children. (Camp- 
bell Records). 

Genealogy says again: 

“Adam and Agnes had nine children as follows: Adam Jr., Samuel, 
Alexander, William, Johnson, George, Agnes, Sally, Lucy. All are 
mentioned in the will of Adam who died in Campbell County in 1811, 
with the exception of Samuel, the grandfather of Mark Twain. Samuel 
had met an accidental death in 1805, hence having died before his father 
his name was omitted in the will, which bears date 1808.” 

Correction: The will of Adam Clement bears date October 17, 
1811, and is probated Novmeber Court, 1813. He names in his will not 
nine, but eleven children, without the above mentioned Samuel. The 
will reads: “the residue, together with all my estate both real and 
personal not before disposed of, shall be equally divided between all 
my children, to-wit; William Clement, Alexander Clement, Johnson 
Clement, Benjamin Clement, George Washington Clement, Adam 
Clement, Charies Clement, Juriah Lucy, Susanne Perkins, Sally Moore, 
and Agnes Clement.” 

It was Adam Clement and not his father Benjamin who was one 
of the original trustees of the town of Lynchburg. 

“The town of Lynchburg was established in 1786, when 45 acres were 
vested in John Clarke, Adam Clement, Charles Lynch,” and others. 
(Howe’s Hist. of Va., page 210.) 
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Adam Clement was one of the gentlemen justices appointed for the 
new county of Campbell when cut off from Bedford in 1782, and 
served until appointed Sheriff of the County in 1791. (Campbell Co. 
Records. ) 

Alexander Clement, son of Adam and Agnes Clement was a lawyer 
and served as Commonwealth Attorney for Campbell County from 
1825 until he removed to Tenn. (Campbell Records.) 

George Washington Clement, another son of Adam and Agnes 
Clement was educated at Hampden-Sidney College and later studied 
medicine in Philadelphia. The following recommendation was given 
him upon leaving Hampden-Sidney. 

“H. Sidney College, Feb. 27, 1807. 

That the bearer, Mr. G. Clement, has conducted while a student at 
this place with the strictest propriety and decorum and that he leaves 
us with an unblemished moral character is hereby certified. 

Wm. S. Reid.” 

George W. Clement was a student in the Medical Department of 
the University of Pennsylvania the years of 1809 and 1810. 

Register of U. of Pa. 

December 1, 1811, he married Stella Smith, daughter of Major John 
Smith of the “Pockett” (of the Rev. Guy Smith family. William and 
Mary Quarterly, Vol. 9, page 44). (Pittsylvania Marriage Register). 
The tax returns for year 1860 show that Dr. George W. Clement 
paid taxes on 3793 acres of land in Pittsylvania County and on 1337 
acres in Franklin County. His personal tax included 40 slaves (over 
I2 years of age), 2 carriages. 

Dr. George W. Clement’s will is probated at Pittsylvania County, 
1867, in which he names sons, William Calloway Clement, Ralph Alex- 
ander Clement, James Reid Clement, Henry C. Clement, daughter 
Octavia and others. 

William C. Clement was a student at William and Mary College 
from 1840-42. (Register of William and Mary College.) 

Ralph Alexander Clement was a graduate of University of N. C., 
taking his A. B. Degree in 1840. (Register of U. of N. C.) 

Henry C. Clement student at Germantown Academy, N. C., 1856, 
1857, 1858, and student at Emory and Henry College 1858, 1859. 

Samuel Clemens and Pamela Goggin, the grandparents of Mark 
Twain, were married October 23, 1797, in Bedford County, and made 
their home in the adjoining county of Campbell. 

The first child of this marriage, John Marshall Clemens, was the 
father of the great American author, Mark Twain. 

The following items found in the records of Surry County may 
prove suggestive of Mark Twain’s parental line. 
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The will of John Clements of Surry, May 2, 1710. Children, 
Samuel, John, Anne, Elizabeth. Wife, Mary, executrix, Loving friends 
Capt. Wm. Browne, Capt. Thos. Holt, Mr. Sam’l Thompson, Co- 
overseers of will. 

Will of Samuel Clemens of Surry, Planter, 1727. Gun and sword 
to brother, William Clemens. Whole estate to loving mother. 

Will of William Clements, April, 1741. Wife, Ales, Five children, 
viz. Lucy, Elizabeth, Samuel, William and Henry. 

Mrs. N. E. CLemMent. 


HARRISON OF JAMES RIVER. 
(Continued) 


Correction. The generation numbers of the children of Nathaniel 
Harrison, of “Brandon”, on p. 202 of the April magazine should be 
5 instead of 4 as printed. 


11. Benyamin* Harrison, of “Wakefield”, Surry county, was born 
———., and died in 1759. It appears from a petition of his son, 
Nathaniel, to the General Assembly in 1762 he incurred such large 
debts that most of his slaves and personal property were sold. He 
married, August 23, 1739, Susannah, daughter of Cole Digges of 
“Belfield”, York county. His will was dated November 14, 1758 and 
proved in Surry, March 20, 1759, legatees: sons Peter Cole Harrison 
and Nathaniel Harrison, daughters Susannah, Hannah and Ludwell 
Harrison, and Wife Susannah. Wife, brother Nathaniel Harrison, and 
Nicholas Massenberg, executors. 

Issue: (Family Bible Record, William and Mary Quarterly, VII, 39). 

32. Elizabeth, born Nov. 26, 1740. Baptized by Rev. Mr. Richard 

Hewit, and died Sept. 8, 1748. 
33. Mary, born Oct. 22, 1742. Baptized by Rev. Mr. John Smith, 
and died Sept. 2, 1747. 


34. Nathaniel*. 
35. Susanna, born Dec. 23, 1745. Baptized by Rev. Mr. William 
Fife. 


36. Benjamin‘, born Aug. 23, 1747. Baptized by Rev. Mr. Henry 
Eilbeck, and died June 11, 1757. 

37. Hannah, born Sept. 1, 1749. Baptized by Rev. Mr. Henry 
E/ilbeck. 

38. Eliza Digges Harrison was born on a Saturday, about half an 
hour after eleven in the evening, increase of the moon. Bap- 
tized by Rev. Mr. Eilbeck, died Nov. 8, 1751. 
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From a miniature belonging Courtesy of 
to the estate of the late Wm. Mrs. Robt. C. Randolph. 
Byrd Page, of Philadelphia. Clarke Co., Va. 
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{“Note, the above before the Stile was altered”, entry in the 
Bible record.] 

39. Peter Cole*, born Feb. 11, 1753 about three o’clock in the morn- 
ing. Increase of the moon. Baptized by Rev. Mr. Richard 
Hopkins. He married, (license dated Sussex Co., Feb. 18, 
1775) Margaret, daughter of John Hay, deceased. Accompany- 
ing the marriage bond is a statement from Nathaniel Harrison 
that Peter Cole Harrison was aged 21 years, and another, dated 
Feb. 18, 1775, “Margaret, daughter of John Hay and Judith his 
wife was born the 5th day of November A. D. 1751. William 
Willie, rector”, of Albemarle parish, Sussex. The register 
gives the birth of a daughter, Susan, born Dec. 16, 1775. Peter 
Cole Harrison may have had other children; but nothing is 
known of them by this compiler. If there are descendants of 
P. C. Harrison information will be welcome; but it should be 
borne in mind by any investigator that no son of P. C. Harrison 
could have been of age before 1797 at the earliest. This pre- 
cludes most of the untraced Harrisons from being his de- 
scendants. 

40. Ludwell, born on a Tuesday about a half an hour after eleven 
in the evening. Decrease of the moon. Baptised by Rev. Mr. 
Alexander Finney. She married January 16, 1773, William 
Gooseley, of Yorktown. 

19. BENJAMIN® Harrison, of “Berkeley”, is stated to have been 
born in 1726, and died April 24, 1791. The author of his life in Saunder- 
son’s Lives of the Signers, evidently had very good sources of infor- 
mation in regard to Benjamin Harrison, “the Signer”, and his account 
will be quoted at length later on in this account. Here a detailed 
account of his public offices will be given. He was a member of the 
House of Burgesses for Charles City county from the session be- 
ginning April 10, 1749 to the last which began Jan. 1, 1775, forty 
sessions in all. He represented his county in the Revolutionary Con- 
ventions of May, July and December, 1775, and was elected to that 
of May, 1776; but was represented by an alternate, he being in 
Congress, of which he was a member 1774-1778. On the organi- 
zation of the state government he became a member of the House 
of Delegates for Charles City at the first session in October 1776, 
and continued to be a member of this body at the sessions of June 
1777, Oct. 1777, Jan. 1778, May 1778, Oct. 1778, Oct. 1779, May 1780, 
Oct. 1780, March 1781 and May 1781. From 1778 to 1781 he was 
Speaker of the House. He was then elected Governor of Virginia 
and held that office Nov. 30, 1781-Nov. 30, 1784. At the first election 
after the expiration of his term as Governor he again offered as a 
candidate for the House from Charles City and was defeated (under 
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the circumstances referred to by Saunderson) by John Tyler, Sr., who 
had for several sessions been a member for that county and Speaker 
of the House. The election in Surry was a little later and immediately 
after his defeat in Charles City, Col. Harrison moved over the river 
to the former county (where he owned land) again became a can- 
didate for the House and was elected. When the Legislature met 
he was a candidate for the office of Speaker and defeated his rival, 
John Tyler, Sr., by a vote of 45 to 39. Of course the legality of his 
election to the House was contested, and on Nov. 2, 1785 “Mr. Braxton 
reported from the Committee of Privileges and Elections, that the com- 
mittee had, according to order, inquired into the eligibility of Benjamin 
Harrison, Esq., one of the members returned to serve in this House 
for the county of Surry, and had agreed upon a report, and came 
to a resolution thereupon, which he read in his place, and afterwards 
delivered it at the clerk’s table, where the same were again read, 
and are as followeth: 

It appears to your committee, from the information of the said 
Benjamin Harrison, that previous to the invasion of Arnold in this 
State, he was a resident of the county of Charles City, from whence 
he was compelled to remove himself and family to some place of 
safety; that the invasion of this State by Cornwallis soon after took 
place, by which means his house and furniture were so damaged, 
that he did not return thither until January last; that he was elected 
Chief Magistrate [Governor] in November 1781, and resigned that 
office on the 29th of November, 1784; that he was a candidate for, 
and elected a representative of the said county of Charles City on 
the 30th of the same month; that he resided in the county of Charles 
City from January last to the 7th of April, the day after the election 
in the county of Charles City; for which he was a candidate; that on 
the 7th or 8th of April he carried his bed and some furniture to 
the county of Surry, wherein he engaged his rooms and board for 
twelve months; that he carried thither a servant and horses, leaving 
the rest of his family in Charles City, and entered the said servant 
and horses, with himself, among the taxables of the said county of 
Surry before the 1oth of April; that they were not entered in the said 
county of Charles City, but would have been, had it been required of 
him before his removal to Surry, though no person to his knowledge 
was appointed in Charles City to take the list of taxables before his 
removal; that on the 6th of April, the day of the election in Charles 
City, at which he was a candidate, and after the poll was closed, he 
declared his resolution of removing immediately to the county of 
Surry, and thereupon wrote his resignation as a vestryman in the county 
of Charles City, which was accepted, and Mr. Turner Southall chosen 
in his stead; that he refused to accept the commission of county lieu- 
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tenant of Charles City, previous to the election in Surry, and at the 
time of such refusal, informed the Governor that he did not consider 
himself a resident of Charles City, nor would accept of any office, 
either civil or military therein; that the election in Surry was on the 
4th Tuesday in April, being court day; that he is, and for many years 
has been a freeholder in the county of Surry; that he contributes to 
the support of a minister therein; that he has frequently, since his 
election in the said county of Surry, attended several public meetings 
to know the sentiments of his constituents; and that he was unanimously 
elected by the vestry of Surry, on the 15 of October last, to represent 
them in the convention of the clergy and laymen. 

Resolved that it is the opinion of this Committee, That the residence 
of the said Benjamin Harrison, in the county of Surry on the day of 
election, is not such as is required by the spirit and meaning of the 
Constitution, and therefore he was ineligible.” 

The report and resolution were ordered to be referred to a committee 
of the whole immediately. There was evidently a long and warm 
debate, and the House determined to take up the subject again in 
committee of the whole on the next day. On November 3rd the com- 
mittee of the whole again sat and when it adjourned, and Mr. Speaker 
(Harrison himself) resumed the chair, Mr. Matthews, chairman of 
the committee, submitted exactly the same report brought in by the 
committee on Privileges and Elections, but brought in as the resolution 
ef the committee of the whole. 

“Resolved, that it is the opinion of this committee, That the election 
of Benjamin Harrison, Esq., returned a member for the county of 
Surry, is legal.” 

A recorded vote was called and those voting in the affirmative were: 
Thomas Parramore, Joshua Fry, Samuel Sherwin, Zachariah Johnston, 
Robert Clarke, Archibald Stuart, Thomas Claiborne, William Ander- 
son, Hickerson Barksdale, John Daniel, Edmund Read, David Patteson, 
Bernard Markham, Edward Carrington, Carter Henry Harrison, French 
Strother, Henry Fry, William Watkins, Charles Sims, David Steward 
[Stewart], George Thompson, Elias Wills, Thomas Mann Randolph, 
Isaac Coles, Isaac Vanmiter [Vanmeter], Garland Anderson, John Mayo, 
Jr., John Rentfro, Thomas Moore, William Thornton, James Ball, Jr., 
Richard Bland Lee, William White, Thomas Johnson, Christopher 
Robertson, Samuel Garland, Benjamin Logan, Lewis Burwell, Thomas 
Pettus, John Gordon, David Bradford, James Madison, Charles Porter, 
William Harrison, Benjamin Lankford, William Ronald, William Mayo, 
Cuthbert Bullitt, George Lee Turberville, John Hopkins, Gawin Ham- 
ilton, Carter Bassett Harrison, Wilson Cary, Richard Lee, Henry Lee, 
Jr., Nathaniel Nelson and James Innes—57. 

Those in the negative: John Cropper, Wilson Nicholas, Joseph 


4 
‘ 
— 
q 


302 VIRGINIA HYSTORICAL MAGAZINE 


Eggleston, Samuel Jordan Cabell, Nicholas Bowyer, John Trigg, Thomas 
Edmunds of Brunswick, John Clarke, Charfes Moil Talbot, Samuel 
Hawes, Anthony New, Henry Southall, Joseph Jones, Worlick West- 
wood, William Gatewood, Meriwether Smith, Thomas Helm, Thomas 
Smith, Thomas Underwood, John Lucas, Edmund Wilkins, Parke Good- 
all, Nathaniel Wilkinson, John Dellaid, William Norvell, William Walker, 
William Dudley, Carter Braxton, Benjamin Temple, William Curtis, 
William Pettijohn, David Scott, William Armistead, Willis Wilson, 
Griffin Stith, John Taylor, Thomas Ridley, John Whitaker Willis, John 
Clarke, Richard Bibb, Edward Bland, Edmund Ruffin, Jr., Williamson 
Ball, Andrew Moore, William Garrard, Thomas Edmunds of Sussex, 
John Howell Briggs and Joseph Prentis—4o9. 

Benjamin Harrison soon returned to Charles City and was a delegate 
for that county at the sessions of Oct. 1787, June 1788, Oct. 1788, Oct. 
1789 and Oct. 1790. He was elected a member of the next House 
but died before the session began. He was also a member of the 
Virginia Constitutional Convention of 1788. 

Hugh Blair Grisby whose sources of information for his Virginia 
Convention of 1788 were not only published histories and biographies 
but the personal information of survivors from the period of which 
he wrote, has this to say of Benjamin Harrison. Patrick Henry (the 
leader of the opposition to the adoption of the Federal Constitution) and 
the existing Virginia Constitution had been attacked by Federalist mem- 
bers, especially by John Marshall, for an act passed in 1777 attainting 
and outlawing Joseph Phillips, a negro who was leader of a band of 
thieves and murderers. 

“As soon as Marshall had resumed his seat, and while the members 
were exchanging opinions respecting the relative merits of the two 
young men who had just appeared for the first time on the floor, 
there arose a large and venerable old man, elegantly arrayed in a suit 
of blue and buff, a long queue tied with a black ribbon dangling from 
his full locks of snow, and his long, black boots encroaching on his 
knees, who proceeded, evidently under high excitement, to address 
the House. 

He had been so long a member of the public councils that even 
Wythe and Pendleton could not easily recall the time when he had not 
been a member of the House of Burgesses. His ancestors had landed in 
the Colony before the first House of Burgesses had assembled in the 
church on the banks of the James, and had invoked in the presence 
of Governor Yeardley the blessing of heaven on the great enterprise 
of founding an Anglo-Saxon colony on the continent of America. One 
of his ancestors had been governor of Somer’s Islands, when those 
islands were a part of Virginia. [an error] Others had been members 
and presidents of the Council of Virginia from the beginning of the 
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From the portrait in Independence Hall, 
Philadelphia. 
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seventeenth century to that memorable day in August, 1774, when the 
first Virginia Convention met in Williamsburg, and appointed the 
first delegation to the American Congress. Of that delegation, whose 
names are familiar to our school boys, and will be more familiar to 
the youth of future generations, this venerable man had been a member, 
had hastened to Philadelphia, and had declared to John Adams that, 
if there had been no other means of reaching the city, he would have 
taken up his bed and walked. But this was not his first engagement 
in the public service. Educated at William and Mary, when that in- 
stitution was under the guardianship of Commissary Blair, he entered 
at an early age the House of Burgesses, and in the session of 1764 
was a member of the committee which drafted the memorials to the 
king, the lords, and the commons of Great Britain against the passage 
of the Stamp Act. During the following session of the House of 
Burgesses, in 1765, he opposed the resolutions of Henry, not from any 
want of a cordial appreciation of the doctrines asserted by them, but 
on the ground that the House had not received an answer to the me- 
morials which he had assisted in drawing the year before, which were 
daily expected to arrive. In th patriotic associations of those times 
his name was always among the first on the roll. He was a member 
of all the Conventions until the inauguration of the Commonwealth, 
and in the first House of Delegates gave a hearty co-operation in 
accommodating the ancient polity of the Colony to the requisitions of 
a republican system. But his most arduous services were rendered 
in Congress, and as a representative of Virginia in that body he signed 
the Declaration of American Independence. While in Congress he had 
presided on the most important committees, especially on those re- 
lating to military affairs, and on the Committee of the Whole during 
the animated discussions on the formation of the Articles of Con- 
federation, and had been repeatedly deputed by Congress on various 
missions at critical periods to the army and to the States. On his 
return home he had been regularly a member of the House of Dele- 
gates, of which he was almost invariably the Speaker while he had 
a seat in the Assembly. He was in the chair of the House when, in 
1777, the bill attainting Phillips had been passed, and he knew that 
the bill had been drawn by Jefferson, his old colleague in the House 
of Burgesses, in the Conventions, and in Congress, in whose judgment 
and patriotism he had unlimited confidence. He remembered what a 
dark cloud was resting on his country when the miscreant Phillips 
with his band was plundering and murdering the wives and daughters 
of the patriotic citizens of Norfolk and Princess Anne, who were 
engaged elsewhere in defending the Commonwealth, attacking them in 
the dead of night, burning their habitations, perpetrating vilest out- 
rages, and then retreating at daybreak into the recesses of the swamp; 
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and that all the Assembly had done under such provocation was to 
provide that, if the wretch did not appear within a certain time and 
be tried by the laws of the Commonwealth for the crimes with which 
he was charged, he should be deemed an outlaw; and he felt indignant 
that such a patrictic measure, designed to protect the lives and prop- 
erty of the people, should be wrested from its true meaning by the 
quibbles of attorneys, and receive such severe condemnation. Before 
he took his seat he declared his opposition to the Constitution, little 
dreaming that the half-grown boy whom he had left at Berkeley blazing 
away at cat-birds in the cherry trees, or angling from a canoe for 
perch in the river that flowed by his farm, would one day wield the 
powers of that executive which he now pronounced so kingly. 

When Benjamin Harrison had pronounced the accusation of the 
General Assembly in respect to Josiah Phillips, unjust, he declared 
that it had been uniformly lenient and moderate in its measures, and 
that, as the debates would probably be published, he thought it very 
unwarrantable in gentlemen to utter expressions here which might in- 
duce the world at large to believe that the Assembly of Virginia had 
perpetrated murder. He reviewed in a succinct manner the proposed 
plan of government, declared that it would infringe the rights and 
liberties of the people; that he was amazed that facts should be so 
distorted with a view of effecting the adoption of the Constitution, 
and that he trusted they would not ratify it as it then stood. This 
aged patriot did not engage in debate during the subsequent proceed- 
ings of the Convention. He felt that his time of departure was near, 
and in less than three years after the adjournment of the Convention, 
at Berkeley his patrimonial seat on the James, he was gathered to his 
fathers.” 


(To be continued) 
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